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About the book
"Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story" is not just a biography;

it's a remarkable journey of transformation and hope. This

compelling narrative unfolds the life of Dr. Ben Carson from

his humble beginnings in a troubled Detroit neighborhood to

becoming one of the world's leading neurosurrestrialons.

Through sheer determination, an unyielding belief in his

abilities, and an unwavering faith, Carson breaks free from the

constraints imposed by his background, his underestimations

by educators, and racial stereotypes. This book is a tribute to

the power of education, the impact of nurturing relationships,

and the importance of vision and persistence. It serves as an

inspirational blueprint for overcoming adversity and achieving

excellence in any sphere of life. Dive into "Gifted Hands" to

discover how one man's quest to overcome obstacles and make

a difference in the lives of others can ignite your own passion

to pursue success and make your dreams a reality.
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About the author
Ben Carson is an accomplished neurosurlease that made

history in 1987 by leading a successful surgery to separate

conjoined twins. His storied career and innovative

contributions to medicine have made him a prominent public

figure. His talents and achievements were not always apparent,

as he struggled academically in his youth but later shone

through sheer determination and the support of his mother.

Carson's philosophy extends beyond medicine, reflecting a

deep commitment to education and personal empowerment,

themes that are prevalently explored in his autobiographical

book, "Gifted Hands." Through his writings, motivational

speaking, and continued advocacy for educational reform,

Carson has influenced and inspired countless individuals

across the globe.
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Chapter 1 Summary : “Goodbye,
Daddy”

Section Summary

Introduction to Family
Dynamics

Ben Carson faces the confusion and sorrow of his father's departure, explained by his mother.

Emotional Turmoil of a
Child

Ben questions if he caused his father's leaving, struggling to understand the contrast between a
'bad' father and his affectionate memories.

Memories of Affection Ben recalls joyful moments with his father, highlighting the sharp contrast to his current feelings
of loss.

Lasting Impact of
Absence

Following his father's departure, Ben deals with feelings of abandonment but notices the family
dynamics shifting towards peace and stability.

Mother's Strength and
Resilience

Ben’s mother provides security and hope despite financial struggles, playing a key role in the
family's resilience.

Conclusions About
Maternal Influence

Ben recognizes his mother’s pivotal influence in shaping his life and aspirations, laying the
groundwork for his future.

Summary of Chapter 1 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson
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Introduction to Family Dynamics

The chapter opens with young Ben Carson facing the painful

reality of his father's departure. His mother explains that his

father will not return, leading to a torrent of confusion and

sorrow for Ben, who struggles to understand the situation.

Emotional Turmoil of a Child

Ben expresses his love for his father and questions whether

he is at fault for his father's leaving. His mother's attempts to

explain the complexities of his father's actions result in

further distress for Ben, who is unable to reconcile the idea of

a 'bad' father with the affectionate figure he remembers.

Memories of Affection

Despite the marital struggles, Ben reminisces about the

joyous times spent with his father—playing, receiving gifts,

and the comfort of being held. These memories stand in stark

contrast to the harsh reality after his father's departure.

Lasting Impact of Absence
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After his father's permanent exit from their lives, Ben

grapples with feelings of abandonment and questions about

family roles. He observes life without his father, realizing

that, though challenging, the family dynamic shifts into one

of peace and stability.

Mother's Strength and Resilience

Ben’s mother plays a crucial role in maintaining the family

unit during this tumultuous time. Although they face

financial difficulties and her struggles as a single mother, she

instills a sense of security and hope in her children. Her

unwavering faith and ability to inspire are central to the

family's resilience.

Conclusions About Maternal Influence

Ben acknowledges that his mother’s strength and dedication

are key factors in shaping his life and aspirations. He

recognizes the profound impact she has had on him, setting

the foundation for his future endeavors.
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Example

Key Point:The profound influence of a mother's

resilience shapes a child's future and aspirations.

Example:Imagine feeling lost and abandoned after your

father leaves; amidst the emotional chaos, your mother

emerges as a beacon of strength. She tirelessly works,

nurtures your dreams, and imbues you with hope,

teaching you that love and perseverance can overcome

hardship. This unwavering support transforms your

struggles into foundational life lessons, guiding you

toward a brighter future.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point:Maternal Resilience as a Pillar of Support

Critical Interpretation:Ben Carson’s narrative highlights

the vital role of his mother in nurturing strength during

familial upheaval, demonstrating how parental figures

can profoundly influence a child’s development and

resilience. However, while Carson’s perspective

underscores positive maternal characteristics, it is

essential to recognize that his experience might not

represent the universal truth of single-parent challenges

faced by others. Alternatives, such as studies on the

diverse impacts of familial structures on children—like

those by Amato (2000)—suggest that these dynamics

can yield varied outcomes. Thus, while Carson’s mother

exemplified strength and hope, it invites a critical

examination of how differing circumstances might lead

to alternate developmental trajectories.
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Chapter 2 Summary : Carrying the Load

Summary of Chapter 2 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson

Mother's Determination

Mother, Sonya Carson, fiercely advocates for her son Curtis

against a school counselor's decision to place him in

vocational courses, believing it stems from racial stereotypes.

Her unwavering resolve sets an example for Ben and Curtis,

instilling a belief in their potential.

Mother's Character and Influence

Sonya is depicted as a strong, intelligent woman with a Type

A personality who demands the best from herself and her

children. Despite her limited education, her determination

and driven nature greatly impact Ben's upbringing, pushing

him to strive for excellence.

Father's Influence and Background
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Ben's father is portrayed as nurturing but more focused on

appearance and social acceptance, with a contrasting

approach to life and education. The Carsons, coming from

large families, moved to Detroit for better job opportunities,

with Ben's father working at Cadillac and also serving as a

church minister.

Mother’s Struggles After Divorce

After her husband leaves, Sonya experiences a difficult

period, seeking psychiatric help to cope with her mental

health struggles. Despite societal stigma, she prioritizes her

well-being for the sake of her children while ensuring that

they remain unaware of her challenges, fostering a sense of

security in their home.

Relocation to Boston

As financial pressures mount, Sonya decides to move her

family to Boston, where they stay with relatives, the Averys.

Despite her ongoing treatment, the Averys provide love and

support, allowing Ben and Curtis to feel cherished and secure

during difficult times.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point:The complex interplay of parental

influence shapes a child's perception of potential and

self-worth.

Critical Interpretation:In this chapter, Ben Carson's

mother embodies a fierce determination that challenges

societal norms regarding race and education, advocating

for her son's potential against a counselor's bias. While

her actions and character are presented as uplifting and

empowering, it's also essential for readers to critically

evaluate the narrative. The author's portrayal may

romanticize maternal struggle and overlook systemic

issues affecting educational outcomes. Critics argue that

the singular focus on family determination might

obscure broader societal challenges faced by

marginalized communities, as discussed in works like

'Teaching to Transgress' by bell hooks, which

emphasizes the importance of acknowledging structures

beyond individual agency.
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Chapter 3 Summary : Eight Years Old

Chapter 3 Summary: Life in a Boston Tenement

In this chapter, Ben Carson reflects on his transition from

Detroit to a tenement in Boston, where he encounters a new

and daunting environment filled with pests, including large

rats and snakes. The tenement's conditions, along with the

challenges of adapting to life surrounded by poverty, make it

a frightening experience for him and his brother Curtis.

Despite these obstacles, the familial bond and support from

their mother help them adjust.

Carson's mother works incredibly hard, often juggling

multiple jobs to provide for her sons. Despite her exhaustion,

she remains actively involved in their education,

emphasizing its importance. Carson cherishes the fond

memories of his childhood, particularly the joy of Christmas

and his early religious experiences at the Seventh-day

Adventist church, where he is inspired to become a doctor.

The chapter details Carson's struggles in school after moving

back to Detroit, illustrating the harsh realities of being a poor

student and the bullying he faces from classmates. Despite

enduring ridicule for his academic performance, he begins to

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio
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Chapter 4 Summary : Two Positives

Section Summary

Eye Examination and
Improvement

Ben struggles with his vision in fifth grade and is fitted for glasses, leading to improved academic
performance in math.

Encouragement from
Mrs. Williamson

His teacher, Mrs. Williamson, recognizes his improvement. Ben's mother pushes him to excel and
introduces a plan to enhance his grades.

Mother's Strict Learning
Regimen

Ben's mother enforces strict educational standards, including memorizing multiplication tables and
reducing television time, which ultimately aids his math skills.

Library Visits and
Reading

Ben is required to read two books weekly from the library. With his mother's encouragement, he
grows to love reading, improving his academic skills.

Overcoming Racial
Prejudice

As Ben excels, he faces racial prejudice but stays determined to prove his abilities, attributing his
success to his mother's support.

The Brothers' Bond and
Shared Resilience

Ben and Curtis, his brother, form a strong bond as they face challenges together and protect their
mother from societal threats.

Conclusion Ben's journey illustrates the importance of parental support, determination, and the power of
education in overcoming obstacles.

Summary of Chapter 4: Gifted Hands

Eye Examination and Improvement
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In fifth grade, Ben struggles with his vision and is

embarrassed during a compulsory eye examination, leading

to him being fitted for glasses. Once he receives them, he is

amazed at the clarity of his surroundings, which initiates a

positive change in his academic performance, particularly in

math.

Encouragement from Mrs. Williamson

Mrs. Williamson, his teacher, acknowledges his

improvement, giving him hope. However, Ben’s mother

encourages him not to settle for mediocrity, insisting he is

capable of topping his class, and she introduces a plan to help

improve his grades.

Mother's Strict Learning Regimen

Ben’s mother sets strict standards for his education, including

memorizing times tables and limiting television time.

Despite initial resistance, he complies with her directives and

soon discovers a newfound ability in math.

Library Visits and Reading
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Ben is required to read at least two books a week from the

library, which he initially finds overwhelming. With his

mother's support and motivation, he begins to enjoy reading,

ultimately thriving academically and improving his

vocabulary, comprehension, and spelling.

Overcoming Racial Prejudice

As Ben excels in school, he encounters racial prejudice,

notably facing intimidation from peers and teachers who

challenge his achievements due to his race. Despite these

challenges, he is determined to prove his worth and continues

to aspire for excellence, attributing much of his success to his

mother's unwavering support and belief in him.

The Brothers' Bond and Shared Resilience

Ben and his brother Curtis face societal challenges together,

forming a strong bond through mutual support and

navigating the difficulties of being students of color in a

predominantly white environment. They shield their mother

from threats and difficulties, leading to a protective family

dynamic.
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Conclusion

Ben's journey highlights the critical role of parental support,

personal determination, and the transformative power of

reading and education in overcoming obstacles, including

racial prejudice and academic struggles.
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Example

Key Point:The importance of parental support in

educational achievement.

Example:Imagine your mother insisting you read two

books every week, challenging you to excel despite

initial resistance. Her unwavering discipline and

encouragement might feel overwhelming, but as you

embrace this challenge, you start to discover a love for

reading and learning. You realize that your ability to

succeed in school is not just about intelligence, but also

about the support and expectations set by your parents.

This journey could transform your academic experience,

pushing you to strive harder, overcome obstacles, and

flourish in a competitive environment.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point:The importance of parental support and

strict educational regimes.

Critical Interpretation:While Ben Carson’s narrative

emphasizes the necessity of strict parental support and a

disciplined educational regimen in achieving academic

success, readers should consider that not all individuals

respond positively to such approaches. Alternative

educational philosophies, such as progressive education,

advocate for more flexible and individualized learning

environments, suggesting that a strict regimen isn't

universally effective. According to a study by the

American Psychological Association, children thrive in

diverse learning environments tailored to their unique

needs (APA, 2014). Therefore, while Carson's

experience is valid, it does not encompass the full

spectrum of educational methodologies.

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

Chapter 5 Summary : A Boy’s Big
Problem

Section Summary

Capping and Peer
Pressure

Ben faces social challenges at Hunter Junior High, dealing with teasing (capping) and feeling
inadequate due to his clothing, which reflects his family's financial struggles.

Mother's Values and
Financial Struggles

Influenced by his mother’s teachings that inner qualities matter more than appearances, Ben wrestles
with wanting trendy clothes amidst financial difficulties.

Academic vs. Social
Life

Ben succumbs to peer pressure and engages in capping, which distracts him from his studies despite
gaining social acceptance, leading to a sense of emptiness.

Mother's Spiritual
Journey

Ben's mother, Sonya, undergoes a spiritual transformation that empowers her and instills strong
values in her children.

Side Note on
Religious
Development

As Ben matures, he deepens his understanding of his faith, seeking rebaptism at age 12 for a more
meaningful relationship with God.

Transitions and
Growth

Ben's experiences at school and his mother's spiritual influence play key roles in his development,
highlighting themes of self-identity, family sacrifice, and valuing inner strength.

Summary of Chapter 5 from "Gifted Hands"

Capping and Peer Pressure

In this chapter, Ben Carson reflects on his experiences at

Hunter Junior High, where he faces the difficult social

dynamics of being the new kid. He experiences capping—a

form of teasing that involves sarcastic remarks aimed at

undermining peers. Despite his academic success, Ben
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grapples with feelings of inadequacy, particularly regarding

his clothing, which marks him as "poor" and out of place. 

Mother's Values and Financial Struggles

Ben’s perspective on clothes is shaped largely by his

mother’s teachings, emphasizing that inner qualities are more

important than outward appearances. However, as the

pressure to fit in grows, Ben's desire for trendy clothing

intensifies, leading to conflicts with his mother, who

struggles to provide for their needs while maintaining

dignity.

Academic vs. Social Life

Initially, Ben tries to resist the capping but eventually

succumbs to it, finding success in turning insults back on the

other kids. Yet, this new confidence drains his academic

focus as he becomes involved with the popular crowd,

sacrificing his studies and aspirations. Despite gaining social

acceptance, Ben feels a void and questions his happiness.

Mother's Spiritual Journey
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The narrative then shifts to Ben's mother, Sonya, and her

transformative journey towards faith and self-improvement,

inspired by a visitor named Mary Thomas. This spiritual

awakening not only empowers her but also instills strong

values in Ben and his brother Curtis.

Side Note on Religious Development

As Ben matures, he begins to understand the significance of

his faith in his life. After being baptized at a young age, he

seeks rebaptism at age 12, expressing a deeper

comprehension of his beliefs and a desire for a more

meaningful relationship with God.

Transitions and Growth

Ben’s experiences in school and his mother's spiritual

influences serve as pivotal points in his life, preparing him

for future challenges. The chapter underscores themes of

self-identity, family sacrifice, and the importance of inner

strength over superficial judgments.

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to DownloadScan to Download

Example

Key Point:The significance of self-identity and

resilience in the face of peer pressure.

Example:Imagine being the new student at school,

where your clothes and background make you a target

for ridicule. Each snicker and sarcastic comment feels

like a weight, pressing down on your sense of worth.

However, you recall the lessons taught by your mother

— that true value lies within, and no amount of teasing

can diminish who you are. Instead of letting peer

pressure dictate your self-worth, you choose to embrace

your unique identity despite the judgment, realizing that

genuine confidence comes from understanding and

valuing your true self over external appearances.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point:The struggle between academic focus and

social acceptance can compromise one’s personal

values.

Critical Interpretation:In Chapter 5 of 'Gifted Hands,'

Ben Carson highlights a significant dilemma faced

during adolescence: the urge to fit in with peers often

conflicts with academic ambitions and familial

teachings. This tension illustrates the pervasive impact

of social dynamics on youth, suggesting that the pursuit

of acceptance can lead to a dilution of one's core values

and long-term aspirations. Readers should recognize

that while Carson emphasizes personal resilience and

the importance of family principles, such experiences

can also vary widely based on individual circumstances

and societal contexts, as noted by scholars like Erik

Erikson in his work on identity crisis. The author's

experiences offer a compelling narrative that might not

universally apply, urging readers to critically assess how

external pressures shape one's life choices.
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Chapter 6 Summary : A Terrible Temper

Chapter 6 Summary

Struggles with Anger

In this chapter, Ben Carson recounts a series of events from

his youth that reveal his struggle with a volatile temper. The

chapter opens with a confrontation between Ben and a

classmate named Jerry, where an insult escalates into

physical violence, resulting in a serious injury to Jerry from

Ben swinging a lock. Despite feeling remorse after the

incident, Ben's temper continues to control him, leading to

further altercations, including a near-fatal encounter with a

friend named Bob over a trivial argument.
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Realization and Reflection

Following these incidents, Ben experiences deep shame and

introspection, recognizing that his temper is a destructive

force that could derail his future aspirations of becoming a

doctor. He spends hours in solitude, grappling with his

emotions and contemplating the potential consequences of

his actions. This turmoil culminates in a moment of prayer

where he pleads with God to help him overcome his anger,

realizing that he cannot manage it on his own.

Turning Point

During this pivotal moment, Ben seeks guidance from the

Bible, specifically the Proverbs, and finds solace in verses

that speak to anger and self-control. This experience marks a

significant turning point in his life; he feels a profound

change within himself, determining never to let his temper

control him again.

Commitment to Change

Following this encounter, Ben adopts a new daily practice of

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio
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Chapter 7 Summary : ROTC Triumph

Summary of Chapter 7 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson

Introduction to Medicine

At the age of 10, Ben Carson became fascinated with Johns

Hopkins University Hospital, aspiring to become a doctor. At

13, his interest shifted toward psychiatry, fueled by a

subscription to *Psychology Today* from his brother, Curtis.

He enjoyed helping peers with their problems, affirming his

choice of career.

Influence of ROTC

In tenth grade, Carson joined the ROTC, inspired by his

brother's achievements. Curtis set a strong example of

dedication to academics and ethics. Carson's involvement in

ROTC revived his academic focus, helping him regain a top

academic ranking.
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Supportive Figures

Carson credited several influential adults for his success. His

mother played a pivotal role, using poetry to instill a sense of

personal responsibility. His English teacher, Mrs. Miller,

fostered his love for literature and held him accountable.

Biology teacher Mr. McCotter recognized Carson's potential,

while music teacher Mr. Doakes prioritized academics over

music.

ROTC Achievements

Carson excelled in ROTC, becoming a master sergeant and

later leading a challenging unit, which earned him promotion

to second lieutenant. With guidance from Sgt. Bandy and

Sgt. Hunt, he performed exceptionally in field-grade

examinations, ultimately rising to lieutenant colonel by the

end of his twelfth grade.

Scholarship and Self-Discovery

Upon achieving significant recognition in ROTC, including

meeting General Westmoreland and being offered a

scholarship to West Point, Carson remained focused on his
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dream of becoming a doctor. He was flattered but chose to

decline the military career path to pursue medicine. His

newfound confidence led to recognition from prestigious

colleges, altering his self-perception.

Academic Growth Through Diverse Interests

To prepare for the SAT and broaden his knowledge, Carson

became passionate about classical music and the arts, largely

inspired by his brother Curtis. Despite challenges, he

engaged in extensive reading and cultural exploration,

dedicating his time to understand classical music and the arts

comprehensively.

Conclusion

Through perseverance and the influence of significant

individuals in his life, Ben Carson transformed his trajectory

from a struggling student to an accomplished leader and

scholar, setting him on the path toward his medical

aspirations.
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Chapter 8 Summary : College Choices

Summary of Chapter 8 from "Gifted Hands"

Decision-Making Dilemma
  

In the fall of 1968, Ben Carson faces a significant choice

regarding his college applications, limited by a ten-dollar

entrance fee. Despite multiple offers from prestigious

colleges, he feels the weight of decision-making, reflecting

on his mother's teachings of self-reliance.

Choosing Yale
  

After much contemplation, his decision to apply to Yale is

influenced by a TV program showcasing Yale students'

impressive academic performance. Ben eventually receives a

90% academic scholarship for Yale, marking a major

milestone in his educational journey.

Reality Check at Yale
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Upon arriving at Yale, Ben quickly realizes the level of

competition and the high caliber of his peers. He struggles

academically, particularly in chemistry, and soon finds

himself failing a key course, which threatens his goals of

becoming a doctor.

Facing Failure and Seeking Help
  

As the pressure mounts, Ben recalls past taunts and begins to

doubt his abilities. Overwhelmed, he turns to God for

guidance and help, feeling a renewed sense of determination.

Despite his initial despair, he resolves to study hard for his

impending chemistry exam.

An Unexpected Revelation
  

The night before the exam, Ben has a vivid dream in which

he is taught chemistry problems by a mysterious figure. This

dream proves to be invaluable when he recognizes the same

questions during the exam, leading him to successfully pass

the course.

Commitment to Change
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Grateful for the miraculous assistance he feels he received

from God, Ben promises to change his study habits to ensure

future success. He begins to adopt a deeper approach to

learning, seeking to understand the material rather than just

memorizing it.

Confidence in His Path
  

After this pivotal experience, Ben is resolute in his desire to

become a physician, feeling a divine affirmation of his path.

When final grades are released, he scores a remarkable 97 in

chemistry, reflecting his newfound dedication and the belief

in his capabilities.
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Chapter 9 Summary : Changing the
Rules

Summary of Chapter 9: Gifted Hands by Ben
Carson

College Employment Journey

During his college years, Ben Carson held various jobs,

starting in high school. After graduating, he urgently needed

a job to fund his college expenses, leading to a position at

Ford Motor Company, thanks to the assistance of a high

school counselor.

Lessons Learned from Employment

Carson learned that while connections can help gain access,

the true measure of success lies in the quality of work.

During his summer jobs, including as a supervisor of a

highway crew, he implemented innovative methods to

increase productivity, demonstrating the importance of
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creativity and working efficiently.

The Importance of Determination

After struggling to find a job post-first year at Yale, Carson

took unconventional approaches to job hunting, eventually

securing a mailroom position at an advertising firm due to a

connection from his Yale interview. Despite initially low pay,

Carson persisted, leading to another job offer at the

Department of Transportation.

Recognition and Growth

Through hard work at Chrysler Motor Company, Carson

earned recognition and promotions, affirming his mother's

belief that excelling in any job would lead to opportunities,

independent of race.

Faith and Financial Provision

Throughout his college experience, Carson faced financial

struggles, which were often alleviated by unexpected

provisions of money, reinforcing his faith in God's care. Two

significant incidents involved discovering money when he
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Chapter 10 Summary : A Serious Step

Summary of Chapter 10 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson

Introduction to Candy Rustin

The chapter opens with Ben Carson's first encounter with

Candy Rustin, a freshman at Yale. He is captivated by her

charm and personality during a reception at the Grosse Pointe

Country Club. Despite finding her attractive, Carson remains

focused on his goal of becoming a doctor, feeling unprepared

for a romantic relationship.

Developing Friendship

As they attend classes together, Carson and Candy's

relationship grows. Carson admires her intelligence, musical

talent as a violinist, and vibrant personality. Candy joins the

church choir, and their friendship deepens through shared

church activities and social events, including a recruiting trip

to high schools in Detroit.
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A Near-Death Experience

On the journey back from Detroit, Carson falls asleep while

driving, causing a dangerous near-accident. The car spins but

miraculously stops safely. This life-threatening experience

strengthens their bond, leading to their realization of mutual

affection during an intimate conversation.

Growing Relationship

Carson and Candy quickly become inseparable, supporting

each other’s academic pursuits. Although Candy initially

faces challenges in the premed program, she eventually

decides to focus entirely on her passion for music. Their

relationship continues to flourish, marked by daily letters

during Carson’s medical school.

Career Aspirations and Growth

Carson discusses the intense competition for medical school,

reflecting on the pressure faced by his peers. He remains

confident, relying on his belief in God for guidance. After

successfully graduating from Yale, he applies to the
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University of Michigan for medical school and receives an

early acceptance.

Talent Development

During his summer job as a radiology technician, Carson

discovers his exceptional hand-eye coordination, which he

attributes to a divine gift. This skill proves invaluable during

his surgical training. He also experiences significant growth

throughout medical school, moving from average

performance to excelling in his studies, aided by effective

study habits and teaching roles.

Conclusion

The chapter emphasizes the importance of personal

relationships, faith, and the development of talents. Carson’s

journey highlights the balance between love and ambition,

demonstrating how supportive connections can enhance one's

drive to achieve goals.
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Chapter 11 Summary : Another Step
Forward

Section Summary

Introduction to
Neurosurgery

Ben Carson reflects on early neurosurgery experiences, witnessing a skilled surgeon struggle with a
procedure, leading to his thoughts on surgical efficiency.

Developing a New
Technique

Carson collaborates with radiology friends to create a technique using two metal rings for locating
the foramen ovale, enhancing patient care and gaining appreciation from professors.

Excelling in Medical
Training

His keen interest in neurosurgery helps Carson outshine interns and residents, as he embraces extra
responsibilities and practical experiences.

Deciding on Residency Concerned about changes at the University of Michigan, Carson applies to Johns Hopkins for
residency, successfully connecting with Dr. George Udvarhelyi during the interview.

Acceptance and
Personal Life

Carson is accepted into Johns Hopkins' program, marking a pivotal moment in his career while
experiencing personal growth, including his marriage to Candy.

Work Ethic and
Interpersonal
Relationships

He emphasizes respect for all hospital staff, learning from their experiences and highlighting the
importance of teamwork and communication.

Conclusion Carson believes that his success as a neurosurgeon reflects his gifts rather than superiority,
advocating for the value of kindness and respect for every individual.

Summary of Chapter 11 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson
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Introduction to Neurosurgery

In Chapter 11, Ben Carson reflects on his early experiences

in neurosurgery. He observes a skilled surgeon struggling to

locate the foramen ovale during a procedure for trigeminal

neuralgia, which sparks his inner debate about the efficiency

of surgical techniques.

Developing a New Technique

Motivated to find a better way, Carson collaborates with

friends in radiology and devises a technique involving two

metal rings to accurately identify the foramen ovale, saving

time and enhancing patient care. After successfully

implementing this method in surgeries, he eventually shares

it with his professors, who appreciate the innovation.

Excelling in Medical Training

During his clinical rotations, Carson’s profound interest in

neurosurgery leads him to surpass interns and residents in

knowledge. He embraces additional responsibilities, enjoying
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practical experiences that further affirm his passion for the

specialty.

Deciding on Residency

Despite his success at the University of Michigan, Carson

overhears concerning news about changes in the

neurosurgery department, prompting him to apply to the

highly esteemed Johns Hopkins for his residency. His

interview with Dr. George Udvarhelyi goes well, as they

connect over shared interests, particularly classical music.

Acceptance and Personal Life

Carson recounts receiving acceptance into Johns Hopkins'

neurosurgery program, which solidifies his career choice.

This period also includes moments of personal growth, such

as his marriage to Candy, who supports him through her own

academic pursuits.

Work Ethic and Interpersonal Relationships

During his residency, Carson emphasizes the importance of

treating all hospital staff with respect and valuing their
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insights based on experience. He learns from nurses and

clerks, enhancing his skills and demonstrating the

significance of teamwork and communication in the medical

field.

Conclusion

Carson concludes with the belief that success as a

neurosurgeon does not elevate him over others but highlights

the talents he has been given. He promotes the idea of

valuing every individual, driven by the principle that

kindness fosters mutual respect and collaboration.
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Example

Key Point:Teamwork and Respect in Medicine

Example:Imagine yourself in a bustling hospital,

surrounded by doctors and nurses. You realize that every

single person, from the janitor to the head surgeon,

plays a crucial role in patient care. You approach a nurse

for her insights on a challenging case, and her

experienced perspective provides you with a newfound

understanding. This interaction demonstrates Carson's

belief that treating all staff with respect leads to more

efficient teamwork and better patient outcomes.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point:Innovative Techniques in Surgery

Critical Interpretation:Ben Carson’s development of a

new surgical technique showcases the intersection of

creativity with medical practice, suggesting that

traditional methods can always be improved. However,

this perspective might overlook the established

protocols that ensure patient safety, and one must

question whether innovation should always take

precedence over tried-and-tested methods, as

highlighted in the work of Russell et al. (2019)

regarding surgical training and procedural fidelity.
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Chapter 12 Summary : Coming Into My
Own

Chapter 12 Summary

Prejudice and Identity in Healthcare

The chapter begins with a portrayal of Ben Carson's

experiences as a Black intern at Johns Hopkins, highlighting

the prejudice he encountered from hospital staff and patients

who assumed he was an orderly due to his race. Despite the

initial misunderstandings, he managed to navigate these

situations with grace, understanding that people's perceptions

were shaped by their past experiences.

Confrontations with Bias

Carson reflects on a particular incident with a patient who

refused to accept treatment from him due to his race. Dr.

Long, his supervisor, firmly addressed the patient's prejudice,

underscoring a commitment to equality in treatment, which
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resonated deeply with Carson. He managed to mentally

process these encounters without internalizing the biases

directed at him, instead choosing to see individuals’ reactions

as personal shortcomings.

Role Model for the Next Generation

Carson also emphasizes his self-imposed responsibility as a

role model for Black youth, advocating for individual

empowerment and perseverance. He contrasts this with the

experiences of other marginalized groups, such as

Vietnamese immigrants, who succeeded through hard work

and resilience rather than seeking external support.

Professional Challenges and Growth

During his internship, Carson faced challenges, including

conflicts with a chief resident who harbored biases against

him. Nonetheless, Carson remained steadfast, focusing on his

responsibilities rather than retaliating against rudeness. His

relationship with Dr. Donlin Long was pivotal, as Long

became a supportive mentor during Carson's training.

Residency and Medical Achievements
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Chapter 13 Summary : A Special Year

Chapter 13 Summary: The Journey to Australia

Bryant Stokes' Invitation

Ben Carson reflects on conversations with Bryant Stokes, a

senior neurosurgeon who encouraged him to consider

working in Australia. Despite Carson’s initial reluctance,

which stemmed in part from concerns about racial policies,

he is intrigued by the opportunity for significant surgical

experience.

Facing Concerns

While contemplating the invitation, Carson discusses

potential issues with his wife, Candy, particularly her

pregnancy and the historical racial segregation in Australia.

However, after researching and discovering that the

Whites-only policy had been abolished in 1968, they start to

consider the move more seriously.
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Commitment to Move

Despite apprehension and discouragement from friends,

Carson and Candy apply to the Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital

in Perth. Upon acceptance, they prepare to leave for

Australia, taking a leap of faith as it required significant

financial commitment.

Warm Welcome and Integration

Upon arrival, they receive a warm welcome from the local

Seventh-day Adventist Church community. Carson begins

his role as a senior registrar, quickly earning respect after

successfully performing a complex surgery that saved a

patient's cranial nerves.

Professional Growth and Hospital Experiences

With hands-on experience in surgeries and encouragement

from senior consultants, Carson becomes an expert in

performing multiple complex procedures each day. He

expresses gratitude to God for the unique opportunity that

Australia provided in enhancing his surgical skills.
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Personal Milestones

During their stay, Candy gives birth to their first son,

Murray. As Carson’s year in Australia concludes, he reflects

on his growth as a surgeon and the unique experiences he

gained.

Return to Johns Hopkins and Career Advancement

Upon returning to the U.S., Carson’s reputation gains

traction, contradicting predictions of prejudice. He receives

numerous patient referrals and is soon appointed as chief of

pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins, achieving a

significant career milestone at a young age.

Challenges and Acceptance

Carson addresses initial skepticism he faces from patients

due to his race and age but soon earns their trust through his

competence. The respect he gains from both colleagues and

patients proves that his experience in Australia was pivotal to

his development as a surgeon.

Conclusion
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The chapter concludes with Carson reflecting on the contrast

between expectations and reality, noting how his experience

in Australia equipped him for the challenges he would face in

the U.S. medical system. The chapter highlights themes of

faith, perseverance, racial dynamics, and professional

achievement.
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Chapter 14 Summary : A Girl Named
Maranda

Summary of Chapter 14 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson

Introduction to the Francisco Family

- Terry Francisco reaches out to Dr. John Freeman at

Hopkins in desperation after years of seeking help for her

daughter, Maranda, who suffers from severe epilepsy.

Maranda's Condition

- Maranda, who had normal early development, began

experiencing grand mal seizures at 18 months. Despite

treatment, her condition worsened leading to extreme seizure

activity that impaired her ability to eat, walk, and

communicate.

- Her family, despite financial limitations, perseveres in

searching for a solution.
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Diagnosis of Rasmussen's Encephalitis

- In 1984, Maranda is diagnosed with Rasmussen's

encephalitis, a rare brain condition. The prognosis suggests

immediate surgery is necessary to prevent further

deterioration.

Hope through Dr. Freeman

- Terry Francisco learns about Dr. Freeman's expertise and

contacts him. He suggests that Maranda is a candidate for a

hemispherectomy—a procedure he believes could save her

despite its risks.

Surgery Considerations

- Dr. Carson discusses the dangers and uncertain outcomes of

the surgery with the Franciscos, emphasizing that the

alternative is a worsening condition leading to Maranda's

death.

- The parents bravely choose to proceed with the surgery

after acknowledging the severity of her condition.
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Pre-Surgery Preparations

- Prior to surgery, Maranda's parents prepare her for the

implications of the operation, which includes the possibility

of severe side effects.

Reflection on Surgical Risks

- Dr. Carson reflects on the risks involved, recognizing past

failures of the hemispherectomy while also believing that the

advances in medical understanding could improve outcomes.

Conclusion

- Dr. Carson emphasizes faith and the importance of trying

despite fears, echoing the family's determination to secure

Maranda's future.

- The chapter encapsulates hope, desperation, and the

promise of medical intervention in the face of adversity.
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Chapter 15 Summary : Heartbreak

Surgery Overview

In Chapter 15 of "Gifted Hands," Ben Carson describes his

experience performing a challenging hemispherectomy on a

young girl named Maranda Francisco. The procedure,

considered a last resort for patients with severe epilepsy, is

fraught with risks and uncertainties.

Surgical Challenges

The operation was unexpectedly lengthy, taking ten hours

instead of the anticipated five. Complications arose due to

Maranda's severely inflamed brain, leading to significant

blood loss. Carson, along with his assistant Dr. Neville

Knuckey, had to navigate delicate blood vessels while

meticulously removing the left hemisphere of her brain.

Post-Surgery Response

After the surgery, Maranda awoke and surprisingly spoke to

her parents, despite the removal of the dominant hemisphere
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responsible for speech. Her quick recovery astounded the

medical team, who had prepared for a much longer

rehabilitation period.

Media Attention

While Carson viewed Maranda's recovery as a success that

was the product of his extensive preparation and teamwork,

media outlets sought to cover the groundbreaking nature of

the surgery. Carson remained cautious about public exposure,

avoiding opportunities that could lead to celebrity status or

jealousies among peers.

Neuroscience Insights

Carson explains the concept of brain plasticity, which

allowed Maranda's brain functions to adapt despite the loss

of half of the organ. He details how young brains are more

capable of reorganization, which can lead to successful

outcomes post-surgery.

Personal Reflections on Loss

The chapter also recounts the emotionally charged
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Chapter 16 Summary : Little Beth

Summary of Chapter 16 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson

Introduction to Beth Usher's Condition

Beth Usher, a previously healthy child, experienced her first

seizure after a small fall in 1985. Initially dismissed as a

minor issue, her seizures persisted, leading her parents to

seek medical help.

Search for Solutions

Beth's parents, Brian and Kathy Usher, were deeply

concerned as the seizures increased in frequency despite

medication. Kathy Usher's extensive research led them to

Johns Hopkins, where they consulted Dr. John Freeman and

Dr. Ben Carson.

Discussion of Surgery
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During their consultation, the doctors explained the

possibility of a hemispherectomy, a radical surgery to

alleviate the seizures. The parents hesitated, as Beth seemed

to be improving. They decided against immediate surgery but

were left anxious as her condition deteriorated further over

time.

Decision to Proceed with Surgery

After a significant decline in Beth’s health, the family

returned to Johns Hopkins. Faced with the reality of Beth's

worsening condition, her parents decided to proceed with the

hemispherectomy, acknowledging it as her only chance.

Surgery and Post-Operative Concerns

The surgery was successful, but Beth remained lethargic and

in a coma for two weeks. The Ushers struggled with guilt and

fear over their decisions as they hoped for her recovery.

Signs of Recovery

Beth eventually began to show signs of recovery, starting to

speak again. Her continued improvement marked the
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beginning of a new chapter in her life.

Dealing with Another Complex Case: Denise Baca

Dr. Carson recounted another case of 13-year-old Denise

Baca, who faced similar dire circumstances. After much

debate and internal conflict with hospital staff regarding the

risks of surgery, the doctors performed a hemispherectomy

on Denise, leading to her recovery.

Lessons Learned

Dr. Carson reflected on the difficult decisions surrounding

both Beth's and Denise's surgeries. He emphasized the

importance of confidence in one’s capabilities and the belief

that divine guidance can navigate through challenging

situations. Both cases reinforced his commitment to pursuing

surgical interventions when patients have no other options.

Conclusion

By 1988, Beth Usher was thriving, showcasing the potential

for recovery after hemispherectomy. Despite some lingering

effects, such as a slight limp and limited vision, her academic

Scan to Download

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

success illustrated the positive outcomes made possible

through such extreme medical measures.
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Chapter 17 Summary : Three Special
Children

Summary of Chapter 17: "Gifted Hands" by Ben
Carson

Introduction to Bo-Bo Valentine

- Bo-Bo, a 4-year-old girl, is in a critical condition after

being hit by a Good Humor truck.

- A resident questions if they should give up on her, but Dr.

Carson remains hopeful.

Emergency Surgery Decision

- The situation deteriorates as Bo-Bo's pupils become fixed

and dilated, prompting Dr. Carson to initiate an emergency

surgery.

- Despite criticism from a senior neurosurgeon, Carson

decides to proceed with a craniectomy to relieve pressure and

potentially save her life.
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Surgical Procedure and Recovery

- During surgery, Dr. Carson performs a craniectomy and

reconstructs the dura covering the brain.

- Bo-Bo remains in a coma for days but starts showing signs

of recovery, leading to a second surgery to replace her skull.

She ultimately returns to being a normal child.

Challenge with Charles

- Dr. Carson faces a similar situation with 10-year-old

Charles, who is also comatose after an accident.

- Initially, Charles's mother is against surgery, fearing for her

son, but after Dr. Carson explains the situation and shares

Bo-Bo's experience, she consents to the operation.

Outcome of Charles's Surgery

- Surgery is performed similarly to Bo-Bo’s, and after a week

of no change, hope seems bleak.

- On the eighth day, Charles begins to show signs of

consciousness and eventually recovers, though he still faces

challenges later on.
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Danielle's Case

- Dr. Carson describes a complicated case involving Danielle,

a 5-month-old born with a tumor.

- After extensive surgery to remove the tumor and close the

skull, Danielle initially improves but later develops

complications that lead to her passing.

Conclusion

- Despite Danielle's tragic outcome, her family expresses

gratitude for the efforts made.

- Dr. Carson emphasizes the reality of failure in medicine,

illustrating the emotional toll on both the medical team and

the families involved.

  

Reflections

- The narrative highlights the importance of hope, resilience,

and the moral complexities faced by medical professionals in

difficult situations. Dr. Carson's experiences demonstrate

both the successes and failures inherent in the practice of

neurosurgery.
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Chapter 18 Summary : Craig and Susan

Summary of Chapter 18 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson

Introduction to Craig and Susan Warnick

When Ben Carson entered Craig Warnick's hospital room, he

found a large gathering of friends and family praying for a

miracle prior to Craig's surgery. Both Craig and his wife,

Susan, showed deep faith in God's ability to heal Craig, who

was battling a hereditary disease known as Von

Hippel-Lindau (VHL) that causes multiple tumors.

Craig’s Medical Journey

Craig's medical journey began at 17 when he was diagnosed

with a tumor, leading to multiple surgeries over 13 years.

Alongside Craig’s physical struggles, Susan played a crucial

supportive role, demonstrating unwavering faith and

dedication as she worked as a nurse.
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Susan's Support and Determination

Susan and Craig, who had been together since high school,

navigated Craig's recurring health challenges with prayer and

determination. His physical recovery included significant

setbacks, but Susan always encouraged him, believing he

would walk again. They married despite ongoing health

issues.

The Diagnosis of VHL

The couple learned more about VHL, which brought both

relief and fear of future health problems. Susan dedicated

herself to researching the disease, eventually becoming an

expert on VHL and its implications. Her commitment to

Craig's care deepened her resolve, leading her to pursue a

nursing career.

Surgery and Complications

In 1988, Craig underwent a series of surgeries to remove

newly developed brain tumors, including a particularly

dangerous one located in his brain stem. Despite the inherent

risks, both Craig and Susan maintained immense faith
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Chapter 19 Summary : Separating the
Twins

Section Summary

Theresa Binder's
Struggle

Theresa, pregnant with Siamese twins, contemplates suicide after receiving devastating news but
ultimately chooses to accept her situation and support her unborn children.

The Birth of Patrick
and Benjamin

On February 2, 1987, Theresa and Josef Binder welcome their conjoined twins, Patrick and Benjamin,
and as they see their sons, parental love outweighs their initial fears.

Hope for Separation The Binders understand the grim future for their attached twins and resolve to fight for a normal life,
holding onto hope for a miraculous separation.

The Surgical
Team's
Involvement

Ben Carson and the pediatric surgical team at Johns Hopkins prepare to undertake the risky surgery to
separate the twins, involving extensive planning and coordination.

The Challenging
Surgery

The surgery on September 5, 1987, encounters complex challenges and unexpected blood loss, with the
team operating under intense pressure.

Success and
Aftermath

After successfully separating the twins, complications arise during skull closure, requiring additional
surgeries for their recovery.

Conclusion The case emphasizes the resilience of the Binder family and the dedication of the medical team in
ensuring the twins' survival and recovery.

Summary of Chapter 19: The Case of the Binder
Twins
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Theresa Binder's Struggle

Theresa Binder, pregnant with Siamese twins, receives

devastating news that leads her to contemplate suicide.

Initially overwhelmed with despair, she ultimately finds the

strength to accept her situation and chooses to support her

unborn children.

The Birth of Patrick and Benjamin

On February 2, 1987, Theresa and Josef Binder welcome

their twins, Patrick and Benjamin, who are joined at the back

of the head. Despite their initial fears, once they see their

sons in the hospital, their parental love overrides their

worries.

Hope for Separation

The Binders learn that their twins face a grim future if they

remain attached. With both parents resolved to fight for their

children's chance at a normal life, Theresa hangs on to hope

for a miraculous separation.
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The Surgical Team's Involvement

The pediatric surgical team at Johns Hopkins, led by Ben

Carson, agrees to take on the risky surgery to separate the

twins after thorough planning and preparation. The surgery

involves extensive coordination and the involvement of a

large medical team.

The Challenging Surgery

On September 5, 1987, surgery begins as doctors navigate

through complex anatomical challenges and unexpected

blood loss. Each step is critical, and the team operates under

intense pressure while respecting the twins’ fragile condition.

Success and Aftermath

After a series of grueling hours, the surgeons successfully

separate the twins. However, complications arise in closing

their skulls, necessitating additional surgeries. The twins

require several operations to ensure their recovery and proper

healing.
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Conclusion

The case of the Binder twins highlights the remarkable

resilience of both the twins and their parents, along with the

dedication and skill of the medical team involved in their

life-saving surgeries.
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Chapter 20 Summary : The Rest of Their
Story

Summary of Chapter 20 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson

Surgical Operation and Initial Concerns
  

The chapter begins with the intense anxiety surrounding the

surgical separation of conjoined twins, Patrick and Benjamin

Binder. Dr. Carson and the team are deeply concerned about

the twins' survival and subsequent recovery. They use

phenobarbital to induce an artificial coma, allowing the

twins' severely traumatized brains to heal. The surgery lasts

22 hours and concludes early Sunday morning, but the

journey to their recovery is just beginning.

Media Attention and Team Effort
  

The surgery garners significant media coverage, with

reporters and public interest amplifying the stakes of the

Scan to Download

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

operation. Even amidst exhaustion, the surgical team faces a

press conference where they acknowledge the importance of

their task—not only separating the twins but ensuring their

long-term health. Dr. Carson expresses gratitude for the

collaborative effort of his team and the supportive hospital

staff.

Post-Surgery Recovery and Anxiety
  

In the days following the surgery, the twins remain in a coma

for ten days, leaving the medical team in a state of

uncertainty. Dr. Carson reflects on the worries and the

expectation of bad news, yet they remain hopeful for signs of

recovery. As the twins begin to show movement, the hospital

staff celebrates each small victory, including the moment

when both boys open their eyes, signaling their ability to see.

Challenges and Progress
  

Throughout the subsequent weeks, the twins make

substantial progress in their recovery, engaging with their

surroundings. However, tragedy strikes when Patrick suffers

a respiratory arrest due to aspirating food, raising concerns

about potential brain damage. Despite this setback, both
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twins continue to show signs of growth and development.

Conclusion of the Chapter
  

The chapter ends with an acknowledgment of the

uncertainties ahead for the twins. Dr. Carson is constrained

from sharing their later progress because of a contractual

agreement but notes that both boys celebrated their second

birthdays, suggesting developments in their lives

post-surgery. Throughout the narrative, there is a strong

theme of reliance on faith, teamwork, and hope amid the

challenges of medical surgery.
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Chapter 21 Summary : Family Affairs

Summary of Chapter 21 of "Gifted Hands" by Ben
Carson

Emergency Delivery
  

The chapter begins with an early morning wake-up call to

Ben Carson from his wife, Candy, who is in labor. After a

quick assessment of the situation, he realizes they need to

rush to the hospital. However, the baby arrives unexpectedly

fast, and Ben ends up delivering their son, Benjamin Carson

Jr., at home with Candy’s assistance.

Balancing Career and Family
  

Following the intense experience of becoming a father again,

Ben reflects on the juggling act between his demanding

neurosurgery career and family life. He discusses the

pressures of his job at Hopkins, where balancing

commitments to patients, research, and family proves

challenging. He decides that family should be his top priority
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and opts to reserve weekends for family time and leave work

by 7:00 PM.

Embracing Change
  

Despite the intense demands of his role, Ben recognizes the

need to change his approach to work and life balance. He

begins to minimize his work hours at the hospital while

maximizing quality time for his family. His commitment to

being a good husband and father becomes a guiding principle

as he attends church, coordinates health events, and supports

his wife.

Candy's Support
  

Throughout their relationship, Candy has been patient and

supportive of Ben’s hectic schedule. The couple navigates

challenges together, and Candy channels her energy into her

own pursuits, including returning to school and leading

church choirs. Ben emphasizes the significance of family,

expressing his desire to be involved in his children's lives,

highlighting his dedication as a father unlike his own.

Conclusion

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio
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Chapter 22 Summary : Think Big

Summary of Chapter 22 from "Gifted Hands" by
Ben Carson

Dream of Scholarship Fund
  

Ben Carson and his wife Candy aspire to establish a national

scholarship fund for talented young individuals lacking

financial resources. They envision a program that prioritizes

pure talent across various fields, enabling gifted students to

pursue any educational path without the constraints of

funding.

Philosophy of THINK BIG
  

Carson puts the philosophy of "THINK BIG" into practice

and shares his acrostic for success with young people:

- 

T = Talent
: Recognize and cultivate your God-given talents.

- 
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T = Time
: Understand the value of time and learn to manage it

efficiently.

- 

H = Hope
: Maintain a positive outlook and anticipate good outcomes.

- 

H = Honesty
: Embrace truthfulness for simplicity in life.

- 

I = Insight
: Learn from others' experiences and seek wisdom through

reading.

- 

N = Nice
: Treat everyone with kindness to foster positive interactions.

- 

K = Knowledge
: Acquire knowledge to enhance independence and

opportunities.

- 

B = Books
: Prioritize active learning through reading, which develops

critical thinking and comprehension.
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- 

I = In-depth Learning
: Embrace deep understanding rather than superficial

knowledge.

- 

G = God
: Always keep God in your life and values.

Encouragement for Youth
  

Carson expresses concern over the media's focus on sports

and music, urging youth to prioritize education and

self-improvement. He emphasizes that achieving success

requires more than talent; it demands hard work,

commitment, and informed decision-making.

Personal Impact and Community Engagement
  

Through various speaking engagements, Carson aims to

inspire young people, encouraging them to aspire towards

professional roles beyond the glamor of sports or music. He

shares stories of individuals whose lives were positively

impacted by his messages, showcasing the transformative

power of hope and education.
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Representation and Role Models
  

Carson recognizes the importance of representation for

minority youth, highlighting individuals like Fred Wilson, a

successful Black engineer, to illustrate that excellence exists

outside the entertainment and sports arenas. He advocates for

the visibility of diverse role models to guide and inspire

young people in their pursuits.

Facing Obstacles
  

Recognizing that challenges are inherent in any journey,

Carson stresses that viewing obstacles as hurdles rather than

barriers is crucial to success. He encourages individuals to

persist through difficulties, as overcoming them builds

resilience and prepares one for future challenges.

In conclusion, Carson's message is one of empowerment: by

recognizing and leveraging their talents, maintaining a strong

moral compass, and embracing a positive mindset, young

people can overcome obstacles and achieve success.
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Best Quotes from Gifted Hands by Ben
Carson with Page Numbers
View on Bookey Website and Generate Beautiful Quote Images

Chapter 1 | Quotes From Pages 10-15

1.Bennie, your daddy did some bad things. Real bad

things.

2.It’s better for them to stay split up,” I said to Curtis. “Isn’t

it?

3.Bennie, we’re going to be fine.

4.All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my mother.

5.Yet no matter how bad things got for us, we didn’t worry

about what we’d have to eat or where we’d live.

Chapter 2 | Quotes From Pages 16-21

1.You weren’t born to be a failure, Bennie. You can

do it!

2.You just ask the Lord, and He’ll help you.

3.I said to that counselor woman, ‘My son Curtis is going to

college. I don’t want him in any vocational courses.’

4.I just decided that I had to go about my own business, and
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ignore what people said.

5.We boys never had the slightest suspicion about her

psychiatric treatment. She wanted it that way.

Chapter 3 | Quotes From Pages 22-30

1.If you ask the Lord for something and believe He

will do it, then it’ll happen.

2.That’s what I want to do," I said to my mother as we

walked home. "I want to be a doctor. Can I be a doctor,

Mother?

3.Now you boys can do it too," she’d say with a smile,

adding, "and you can do it better!

4.Although I was only 8, my decision seemed perfectly

natural.

5.I had accepted that I was at the bottom of the class because

that’s where I deserved to be.

6.With the exception of the divorce, the best part of my

childhood happened when I was 8 years old.
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Chapter 4 | Quotes From Pages 31-43

1.The school provided glasses for me, free. When I

went to get fitted, the doctor said, “Son, your

vision is so bad you almost qualify to be labeled

handicapped.

2.When a kid like me who had been at the bottom of the class

for the first half of the year suddenly zoomed

upward—even if only from F to D—that experience gave

birth to hope.

3.But you can do still better, and I’m going to help you.” Her

eyes sparkled.

4.If you can read, honey, you can learn just about anything.

The doors of the world are open to people who can read.

5.Almost daily, she’d say, "Bennie, you can do anything you

set yourself to do.

6.She encouraged me by giving me special projects, such as

helping other students identify rocks, animals, or fish.

7.That’s the day I decided that the only way to know for sure

how that would feel was to become the smartest.
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8.Her determination to see us improve changed the course of

my life.

9.I didn’t work hard to compete and to be better than the

other kids as much as I wanted to be the very best I could

be—for me.

10.They can hate me,” she answered, cutting off the woman’s

criticism, “but they’re going to get a good education just

the same!

Chapter 5 | Quotes From Pages 44-52

1.Bennie, what’s inside counts the most. Anybody

can dress up on the outside and be dead inside.

2.If this is how they get their enjoyment, they can go ahead,

but I’m not going to play their silly game. I’m going to be

successful, and one day I’ll show all of them.

3.Only stupid people laugh at what you wear, Bennie.

4.I’ll keep on doing all right. Haven’t I been bringing home

good grades?

5.But I never had enough. Now I realize that no matter how

many Italian shirts, leather jackets, or alligator shoes she
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bought, they would never have been enough.

Chapter 6 | Quotes From Pages 53-59

1.Listen, Bennie. We don’t always get what we want

out of life.

2.If you don’t do this for me, God, I’ve got no place else to

go.

3.He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he

who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.

4.I felt different. I was different.

5.My temper will never control me again.

6.From that terrible day when I was 14 years old, my faith in

God has been intensely personal and an important part of

who I am.

7.I have sunshine in my heart regardless of conditions around

me.
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Chapter 7 | Quotes From Pages 60-70

1.That’s where I want to go when I become a doctor.

Those guys are finding cures and new ways to help

sick people.

2.Well, Benjamin,” I said to myself one day, “you’ve found

your chosen field, and you’re already moving into it.

3.Thinking about it now, Mother was incredible, memorizing

long poems like Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken.

4.You have to put academics first. Always put first things

first.

5.If I made it, I would be one of three ROTC colonels in

Detroit.

6.I knew my direction—I wanted to be a doctor, and nothing

would divert me or stand in the way.

7.I started pulling away from them. The clothes issue largely

resolved itself because in ROTC we had to wear a uniform

three days a week.

8.I realized that I had myself—and only myself—to blame.

9.At the end of my twelfth grade I marched at the head of the
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Memorial Day parade.

10.The big colleges wrote to me and sent out their

representatives to recruit me.

Chapter 8 | Quotes From Pages 71-79

1.I stared at the ten-dollar bill on the table before

me, knowing I had to make a choice. And since I

had only one chance, I wanted to make sure I

made the right one.

2.From now on, I’d be the best student I was capable of

being.

3.What am I doing at Yale anyway? It was a legitimate

question, and I couldn’t push the thought away. Who do I

think I am? Just a dumb Black kid from the poor side of

Detroit who has no business trying to make it through Yale

with all these intelligent, affluent students.

4.God, I’m sorry. Please forgive me for failing You and for

failing myself.

5.God had done it for me in the twentieth century. Despite

my failure, God had forgiven me and come through to pull
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off something marvelous for me.

Chapter 9 | Quotes From Pages 80-90

1.It’s not what you know but the kind of job you do

that makes the difference.

2.I determined that I would be the best person they had ever

hired.

3.You’re your own man. You can accomplish anything that

you want in the world.

4.If you work hard and do your best, you’ll be recognized

and move onward.

5.Creativity is just learning to do something with a different

perspective.

6.Bennie, it doesn’t really matter what color you are. If

you’re good, you’ll be recognized. Because people, even if

they’re prejudiced, are going to want the best.

7.Lord, please help me. At least give me bus fare to go to

church.

8.This is you, the most honest student in the class.
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Chapter 10 | Quotes From Pages 91-104

1.The Lord spared our lives. He’s got plans for us.

2.It’s real simple. My Father owns the university.

3.I know individuals who seem to draw friends, who have a

unique ability to make people feel welcome and part of the

family.

4.Well, I’m just a nice guy.

5.I guess I like you a lot.

Chapter 11 | Quotes From Pages 105-115

1.This is the hardest part,” the man said as he

probed with a long, thin needle. "Just locating the

foramen ovale.

2.I was doing my clinical year at the University of

Michigan’s School of Medicine and was in my

neurosurgery rotation.

3.I took advantage of the friends I had made the previous

summer when I worked as a radiology technician. I went to

them and explained what was worrying me.

4.I hit upon a simple technique of placing two tiny metal
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rings on the back and front of the skull, and then aligning

the rings so that the foramen ovale fell exactly between

them.

5.After two such surgeries, I told my neurosurgeon

professors how I was doing it and then demonstrated for

them.

6.I have to know more,” I’d find myself thinking. Everything

available in print on the subject became an article I had to

read.

7.If I was going to be a doctor, I was going to be the best,

most-informed doctor I could possibly be!

8.Often as I walked through the wards I’d think, “If this is so

great now while I’m still a student, it’s going to be even

better when I finish my residency.

9.I recognized others’ abilities as well. But in any career,

whether it’s that of a TV repairman, a musician, a

secretary—or a surgeon—an individual must believe in

himself and in his abilities.

10.There isn’t anybody in the world who isn’t worth
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something,” I say. “If you’re nice to them, they’ll be nice

to you.

11.I truly believe that being a successful neurosurgeon

doesn’t mean I’m better than anybody else.

Chapter 12 | Quotes From Pages 116-140

1.I honestly felt no great pressures. When I did

encounter prejudice, I could hear Mother’s voice

in the back of my head saying things like, ‘Some

people are ignorant and you have to educate

them.’

2.The only pressure I felt during my internship, and in the

years since, has been a self-imposed obligation to act as a

role model for Black youngsters.

3.Perhaps I can’t do much, but I can provide one living

example of someone who made it and who came from what

we now call a disadvantaged background. Basically I’m no

different than many of them.

4.As I think of Black youth, I also want to say I believe that

many of our pressing racial problems will be taken care of
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when we who are among the minorities will stand on our

own feet and refuse to look to anybody else to save us from

our situations.

5.The same opportunities are there, but we can’t start out as

vice president of the company. Even if we landed such a

position, it wouldn’t do us any good anyway because we

wouldn’t know how to do our work.

6.When I began my internship I was one of two Black interns

in general surgery...About an inch under six feet and of

average build... he’s got a great sense of humor. This is the

man who became my mentor.

7.He could get you kicked out of neurosurgery just like that."

He continued to rant for several minutes. I just looked at

him and didn’t say a word. When he finally paused, I asked

in my calmest voice, 'Are you finished?'...I wasn’t

concerned about his influence anyway.
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Chapter 13 | Quotes From Pages 141-152

1.You know, you’d love Australia.

2.Maybe we ought to consider this invitation seriously," I

told her. "Maybe we just ought to go to Australia.

3.You look like you haven’t even gone to medical school yet.

4.I can’t believe this has happened. I think I was something

like a kid who’d just had a dream come true.

5.I hadn’t been aware of prejudice toward me at Hopkins, but

you may be right.

6.And I often thanked God for the experience and the

training it provided.

7.I had been blessed with more experience during my one

year in Australia than many doctors get in a lifetime of

medical practice.

Chapter 14 | Quotes From Pages 153-161

1.‘If there is any place on earth to get help for

Maranda, we’re going to find it.’

2.And if we don’t agree to the surgery, what happens to

Maranda?
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3.You’ve obviously had some information already about

what we need to do... We expect the surgery to take about

five hours. There’s a strong possibility that Maranda could

bleed to death and die on the table.

4.Dr. Carson, we know the risk,” Luis said. “Whatever is

going to happen is going to happen. This is our only

chance, Dr. Carson. Otherwise she might as well be dead

now.

5.I believe a hemispherectomy could save this child,” Dr.

Freeman told me.

6.God, if Maranda dies, she dies, but we’ll know that we’ve

done the best we could for her.

Chapter 15 | Quotes From Pages 162-174

1.First, if I didn’t operate, Maranda Francisco

would worsen and die. Second, I had done

everything to prepare myself for this surgery, and

now I could leave the results in God’s hands.

2.But what happens now?

3.I silently thanked God for restoring life to this beautiful
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little girl.

4.The success of the surgery was terribly important for

Maranda and her family, but it didn’t occur to me that it

was particularly newsworthy.

5.My theory, and several others in the field agree, is that

when people are born they have undifferentiated cells that

haven’t developed into what they are supposed to be.

6.Every time a patient dies I’ll probably carry an emotional

scar just as people receive an emotional wound when a

family member dies.

7.I moved beyond the depressive cloud by reminding myself

that there are a lot of other people out there who need help,

and it’s unfair to them for me to dwell on these failures.

8.I don’t believe in remaining emotionally detached from

patients.

9.But then, she walked with a mild limp before the operation.

She’s taking tap dancing lessons now.

10.We’re a team, and Ben Carson is only part of that team.
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Chapter 16 | Quotes From Pages 175-184

1.The sooner the better for Beth.

2.It’ll soon be Thanksgiving... please, don’t let it go on after

that.

3.Her nose itches.

4.If we don’t do anything, she’s going to die. If we do

something, she may die, but at least we have a chance.

5.The good Lord won’t allow me to get into a situation He

can’t get me out of.

Chapter 17 | Quotes From Pages 185-193

1.Four plus emergency!

2.I thought you told me the pupils were still working?

3.This is another instance when I’m glad I didn’t listen to a

critic.

4.But this way we have a chance —

5.The worst thing that could happen is that Charles dies

anyway.

6.We want it to be clear that we don’t harbor any grudges

over anything you folks did here at Hopkins.
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7.We know that you’re a man of God, and that the Lord has

all these things in His hands.

Chapter 18 | Quotes From Pages 194-210

1.Bennie, if you ask the Lord for something,

believing He will do it, then, He will do it.

2.You are going to get well," she said constantly.

3.We want a miracle, and we believe we’re going to get one.

We’re praying for God to give us one.

4.I guess God had everything to do with it," he answered.

5.Craig is not yours that you should demand to keep him. He

doesn’t belong to you, Susan. He is mine.

6.What have we got to lose?" Craig added. "Otherwise it’s

death anyway.
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Chapter 19 | Quotes From Pages 211-223

1.I just couldn’t go on and, for a while, it seemed

like the only solution for them and for me.

2.I just want to die.

3.I just want to die.

4.Not once did we ever not love them.

5.I have lived with a dream that has kept me going.

6.But I didn’t give up hope. I couldn’t. These were my sons,

and they were the most important thing in my life.

7.We would also undergo five months of intensive study and

training-preparation for this unique surgery.

8.I’ll give mine if you need it.

9.The strain was telling on all of us, but we had refused to

give in to it.

10.We had used at least three times as much time as we had

planned.

Chapter 20 | Quotes From Pages 224-229

1.If. Oh, God, let them live. Let them make it.

2.The success in this operation is not just in separating the
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twins. Success is producing two normal children.

3.It’s all in God’s hands now.

4.We are capable of doing even better things than we believe

we are, if we challenge each other to do it.

5.I hadn't expected them to survive for 24 hours, and they

were progressing nicely every day. 'God, thank You, thank

You.'

Chapter 21 | Quotes From Pages 230-235

1.I forced my eyes to crack open. ‘Get dressed,’ I

commanded as I leaped from the bed.

2.So I may as well leave work unfinished at 7:00 p.m. instead

of 11:00.

3.First, I concluded that my top priority was my family. The

most important thing I could do was to be a good husband

and father.

4.Without her support my life would not be the success it is

today.

5.I told Candy that she wouldn’t see much of me. ‘...I’m

going to be a doctor, and that means I’m going to be very
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busy.'
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Chapter 22 | Quotes From Pages 236-243

1.We dream of a scholarship program that

recognizes pure talent in any field. We dream of

seeking out those gifted young people who deserve

a chance for success but would never be able to get

near it because of lack of funds.

2.If you can remember these things, if you can learn to

THINK BIG, nothing on earth will keep you from being

successful in whatever you choose to do.

3.Knowledge is the key to independent living, the key to all

your dreams, hopes, and aspirations.

4.Successful people don’t have fewer problems. They have

determined that nothing will stop them from going forward.

5.I also talk to parents, teachers, and anybody else associated

with the community, asking them to focus on the needs of

these teens.
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Gifted Hands Questions
View on Bookey Website

Chapter 1 | “Goodbye, Daddy”| Q&A

1.Question

What feelings did Ben Carson express when his father

left?
Answer:Ben Carson felt heartbroken, confused, and

sorrowful when his father left. He struggled to

understand why his father had to leave and

repeatedly asked his mother for explanations,

showing his deep affection and love for his dad.

2.Question

How did Ben's mother handle the situation after his

father's departure?
Answer:Ben's mother, Sonya Carson, took on the

responsibility of caring for her family. She worked hard to

provide for them and maintained a sense of security and

optimism, reassuring Ben and Curtis that they would be fine.

3.Question
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What lessons did Ben Carson learn from his mother's

response to hardship?
Answer:Ben learned the importance of resilience, dedication,

and faith through his mother's actions. Despite their financial

struggles, she remained strong and instilled confidence in her

children, which had a profound influence on them.

4.Question

How did Ben's perception of his family change after his

father left?
Answer:Initially devastated by his father's absence, Ben later

realized that he and his brother were actually happier without

their father in the house, leading to a more peaceful home

environment.

5.Question

What impact did Ben Carson's mother have on his life

and success?
Answer:Ben credited his mother, Sonya Carson, as the most

significant influence in his life, stating that her strength,

faith, and sacrifices were pivotal in shaping who he became.
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6.Question

Why does Ben Carson refer to his mother as the most

influential person in his life?
Answer:He describes her as the 'earliest, strongest, and most

impacting force' in his life due to her unwavering support,

hard work, and ability to instill hope and perseverance in him

and his brother despite difficult circumstances.

7.Question

What role did faith play in Ben Carson's upbringing?
Answer:Faith was a cornerstone of Ben's upbringing as his

mother instilled a strong belief in God, which helped them

face hardships with hope, contributing to a sense of security

and resilience in their family.

8.Question

What does Ben Carson admire about his mother's

handling of their father's abandonment?
Answer:Ben admires that his mother rarely spoke negatively

about their father, focusing instead on nurturing a positive

environment. Her protective nature and commitment to their

well-being left a lasting impression on him.
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9.Question

How did Ben Carson reconcile his father's love with the

pain of his absence?
Answer:Though he loved his father and missed him

intensely, Ben tried to reconcile his feelings by recognizing

that despite the love his father had for him, his actions were

ultimately harmful to the family.

10.Question

What is one major takeaway from Ben Carson's

experience of growing up without a father?
Answer:One major takeaway is that familial love can

manifest in different ways, and that resilience can be fostered

through difficult circumstances, especially with the

unwavering support of a dedicated parent.

Chapter 2 | Carrying the Load| Q&A

1.Question

What are some key characteristics of Ben Carson's

mother, Sonya Carson?
Answer:Sonya Carson is depicted as hardworking,

goal-oriented, and highly intelligent, with a Type A
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personality. She refuses to accept limitations for her

children and is determined to instill a belief in

success. Despite her struggles with health and

mental challenges, she remains resilient and infuses

her spirit and belief in achievement into her

children.

2.Question

How did Sonya Carson respond to the school counselor’s

decision regarding her son Curtis?
Answer:Sonya Carson was determined and proactive. Upon

learning that the school counselor placed Curtis in a

vocational curriculum based on stereotypes, she confronted

the counselor directly, asserting that Curtis was meant for

college prep courses. Her actions exemplified her refusal to

accept limitations imposed by others.

3.Question

What role did Ben Carson’s mother play in shaping his

and Curtis's beliefs about success?
Answer:Through consistent encouragement and high
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expectations, Sonya Carson instilled a belief in her sons that

they could achieve anything they wanted. She often repeated

phrases like 'You weren’t born to be a failure, Bennie. You

can do it!' which helped them develop a mindset geared

towards success and resilience.

4.Question

Describe the impact of societal challenges on Sonya

Carson and her family.
Answer:Sonya Carson faced significant societal challenges,

including poverty and stigma related to mental health and

divorce. Despite these struggles, she managed to provide

stability and love for her children, securing them a supportive

environment even during difficult times. The family's move

to Boston and the support from Aunt Jean and Uncle William

highlights how community and familial love can offer refuge

and strength.

5.Question

What does the story reveal about the importance of

parental support in overcoming challenges?
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Answer:The narrative illustrates that parental support is

crucial in overcoming challenges. Sonya Carson’s

unwavering belief in her children’s potential and her

advocacy for their education provided them with the

confidence to rise above societal expectations. Her actions

created a nurturing atmosphere where Curtis and Ben could

thrive despite external adversities.

6.Question

How did Sonya Carson handle public stigma related to

her mental health?
Answer:Sonya Carson addressed public stigma by choosing

to focus on her own path and well-being, ignoring gossip and

negativity. She prioritized her mental health, seeking

treatment while ensuring her children felt secure and loved,

demonstrating resilience and a focus on personal

accountability.

7.Question

In what way did Ben Carson's view of his mother evolve

over time?
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Answer:Initially, Ben Carson experienced a mix of

resentment and admiration towards his mother’s demanding

nature. However, as he matured, he recognized her

unwavering support and critical role in shaping his

achievements and character, ultimately appreciating her

relentless drive and nurturing.

8.Question

What life lessons can be drawn from Sonya Carson’s

approach to parenting?
Answer:Sonya Carson’s approach teaches the importance of

believing in one’s children, advocating for their education,

and facing societal stereotypes head-on. It highlights

resilience, the significance of a supportive community, and

the power of positive reinforcement in developing a child's

self-esteem and aspirations.

9.Question

How did Ben Carson perceive the differences between his

parents’ values?
Answer:Ben Carson identified a clear contrast between his
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parents: his mother was focused on hard work, education,

and resilience, while his father placed importance on external

appearances and being liked. This difference influenced

Ben's priorities and appreciation for his mother's values in

shaping his own life choices.

10.Question

What message does Ben Carson emphasize regarding

setbacks and personal challenges?
Answer:Ben Carson emphasizes that setbacks and personal

challenges do not define one’s potential. Through his

mother’s example, he learned that with determination,

support, and belief in oneself, it is possible to overcome

difficult circumstances and succeed.

Chapter 3 | Eight Years Old| Q&A

1.Question

What motivated Ben Carson’s ambition to become a

doctor?
Answer:Ben Carson's ambition to become a doctor

was fueled by a combination of his childhood
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experiences, his strong faith, and the supportive

words from his mother. At the age of 8, after a

moving church sermon about a missionary couple

sheltered by God, he felt a call to help others and

decided he wanted to be a missionary doctor. This

dream was reinforced when his mother encouraged

him, saying that if he believed he could become a

doctor, then he would. Her unwavering support and

teachings about the successful behaviors of wealthy

people also inspired him to aspire for greatness in

his future career.

2.Question

How did Ben Carson’s mother influence his education

and aspirations?
Answer:Ben Carson's mother had a profound influence on his

education and aspirations despite her exhaustion from

working multiple jobs. She ensured that education was a

priority by asking him and his brother about what they

learned in school every day, demonstrating her belief in its
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importance. Furthermore, she instilled confidence in him by

emphasizing the belief that he could achieve anything,

including becoming a doctor, as long as he had faith in

himself. This nurturing environment prompted Carson to aim

for academic and personal excellence.

3.Question

Describe the impact of environment on Ben Carson's

early experiences in school. How did it shape his

self-perception?
Answer:Ben Carson's experiences in school were heavily

influenced by his environment, particularly when he moved

to a predominantly White school where he felt out of place

and received harsh teasing for his poor academic

performance. This environment reinforced negative

stereotypes and led him to internalize the belief that he was

'dumb' and that Black children were not as smart as White

ones. This perception was further deepened after an

embarrassing moment during a math quiz where his

classmates laughed at his score, leaving him feeling isolated
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and dejected. However, these experiences ultimately fueled

his determination to rise above adversity.

4.Question

What lesson can be learned from Ben Carson's response

to his struggles in school?
Answer:A key lesson from Ben Carson's response to his

struggles in school is the importance of resilience and

self-belief. Despite facing significant challenges, including

feelings of inadequacy and ridicule from peers, Carson

refused to let those experiences define him. Instead, he

focused on improving his situation and gradually shifted his

mindset by drawing inspiration from his mother's support

and his own aspirations. This resilience enabled him to

overcome obstacles and pursue excellence, illustrating the

power of determination and a positive outlook.

5.Question

How does Ben Carson’s story reflect the theme of family

support and its importance in overcoming difficulties?
Answer:Ben Carson's story exemplifies the theme of family
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support as a crucial element in overcoming difficulties. His

mother’s dedication to him and his brother, despite her

struggles as a single parent working multiple jobs, provided

them with a strong foundation. Her lessons about

perseverance and belief in their potential instilled a sense of

hope and ambition in Carson. This familial support was vital

in helping him navigate the harsh realities of his environment

and aspire for a better future, reinforcing the idea that strong

family bonds can help individuals face and conquer

challenges.
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Chapter 4 | Two Positives| Q&A

1.Question

What was the moment of realization that sparked a

change in Ben's academic performance?
Answer:Receiving glasses during his fifth-grade eye

examination allowed Ben to finally see the

chalkboard clearly, which led to an initial

improvement in his grades. This moment was

pivotal as it ignited a sense of hope and the belief

that he could improve further.

2.Question

How did Ben's mother influence his attitude towards

education?
Answer:Ben's mother had unwavering faith in his

intelligence and capabilities. After noticing his improvement,

she pushed him to aim higher, emphasizing that he could

excel if he applied himself and worked hard. Her approach

transformed his mindset from accepting mediocrity to

striving for excellence.
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3.Question

What strategy did Ben's mother implement to help him

improve academically?
Answer:She required him to memorize his times tables,

establishing discipline in his study habits. Additionally, she

limited his television time and mandated reading two books a

week, which broadened his knowledge and improved his

literacy skills.

4.Question

How did Ben's experiences with racism shape his

determination to succeed?
Answer:Facing racial prejudice throughout his schooling

ignited a fire in Ben to prove himself, reinforcing the idea

that his academic success was a means to challenge

stereotypes and assert his intelligence and worth.

5.Question

What significant change occurred in Ben's self-perception

and peer relationships as he progressed in school?
Answer:As he improved academically, Ben transitioned from

being teased as the 'dummy' to being respected by his peers,
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who sought his help with schoolwork. This shift not only

boosted his confidence but also changed how he was viewed

by classmates.

6.Question

What lesson did Ben learn about reading and its

significance in education?
Answer:Ben learned that reading opens doors to knowledge

and opportunities. His mother's encouragement to read

extensively led to significant improvements in his

vocabulary, comprehension, and overall academic

performance.

7.Question

How did Ben's mother's strict rules impact his schooling

and motivation?
Answer:Though Ben initially disliked his mother's strict rules

concerning studying and reduced leisure time, he ultimately

recognized that her approach was rooted in love and

determination to see him succeed. This strictness became a

catalyst for his improvement.

Scan to Download

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

8.Question

What role did Mr. Jaeck play in Ben's academic success,

particularly in science?
Answer:Mr. Jaeck recognized Ben's passion for science and

provided him with special projects that allowed him to excel.

This encouragement further fueled Ben's interest in learning

and reinforced his growing confidence in his abilities.

9.Question

In what ways did Ben's mother combat societal prejudices

while raising her sons?
Answer:She instilled in Ben and Curtis the belief that

intelligence is not determined by race, fostering a strong

sense of self-worth and resilience against discrimination. Her

unwavering support and focus on their potential equipped

them to challenge societal stereotypes.

10.Question

How did the experiences of overcoming challenges in his

youth prepare Ben for future successes?
Answer:The hurdles Ben faced, including academic struggles

and racial discrimination, forged resilience and a strong work
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ethic within him. These experiences taught him the

importance of hard work, belief in oneself, and the pursuit of

excellence, laying a foundation for his later achievements.

Chapter 5 | A Boy’s Big Problem| Q&A

1.Question

What was the impact of capping on Ben's self-esteem and

social acceptance in school?
Answer:Capping initially hurt Ben's self-esteem

significantly, as he felt embarrassed and left out. He

questioned his worth and why he couldn't fit in.

However, after he learned to engage in capping

himself, it gave him a sense of belonging and boosted

his self-esteem as he began to be recognized for his

wit and humor.

2.Question

How did Ben’s mother influence his values regarding

clothing and social acceptance?
Answer:Ben's mother emphasized that true worth comes

from within and not from outward appearances. She urged
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him to focus on inner qualities rather than clothing, teaching

him that real value doesn't depend on dressing like the

in-crowd.

3.Question

What internal struggle did Ben face regarding his grades

and peer pressure?
Answer:Ben struggled with the desire for social acceptance,

which led him to prioritize fitting in over his academic

success. Although he was an A student, he started to neglect

his studies to hang out with the popular kids, resulting in a

drop in his grades and a loss of focus on what truly mattered

to him.

4.Question

What was the significance of Ben's experience with food

stamps in terms of his self-image?
Answer:The experience of using food stamps made Ben

acutely aware of his family's financial struggles and

intensified his shame about being perceived as poor. He

feared judgment from his peers, demonstrating how deeply
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social perceptions affected his self-image.

5.Question

What role did Mary Thomas play in Ben's mother’s

transformation and belief in God?
Answer:Mary Thomas was pivotal in Ben’s mother’s

spiritual transformation. By offering compassion and

understanding, she helped his mother discover faith in a

loving God, providing her a sense of strength and hope

during her most challenging times.

6.Question

How did Ben's perspective on his mother's sacrifices shift

over time?
Answer:Initially, Ben was insensitive to the sacrifices his

mother made for his clothing. However, as he matured, he

came to realize that no matter how many clothes she bought

him, they would never fulfill his deeper needs and that her

love and sacrifices were far more valuable.

7.Question

What life lesson did Ben learn from his experiences in the

ninth grade?
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Answer:Ben learned that fitting in with peers through

superficial means was not worth compromising his values

and academic goals. Recognizing that true happiness and

success come from within and not from social acceptance or

material possessions became a crucial realization for him.

8.Question

How did Ben's re-baptism at age 12 reflect his

understanding of faith?
Answer:His re-baptism at age 12 indicated that he had

developed a genuine understanding of what it meant to be a

Christian. It showed his desire for a personal relationship

with God and recognition of the significance of that

commitment, highlighting his maturity in faith.

9.Question

What challenges did Ben face as he balanced his desire

for social acceptance and his academic ambitions?
Answer:Ben grappled with the conflict between maintaining

his strong academic performance and the intense pressure to

conform to peer expectations. His desire for acceptance often
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led him to prioritize social engagements over his studies,

ultimately diminishing his focus on his aspiration of

becoming a doctor.

Chapter 6 | A Terrible Temper| Q&A

1.Question

What lesson did Ben learn about controlling his temper

after the incident with Jerry?
Answer:Ben learned that losing control of his

temper could have grave consequences,

demonstrating the irrationality of anger. He

recognized the need to take responsibility for his

actions and realized that a violent outburst could

seriously hurt others and himself.

2.Question

How did Ben's realization of his anger affect his

relationship with his mother?
Answer:Ben almost harmed his mother during an argument,

which forced him to confront the severity of his temper. This

incident scared him, leading him to understand that his anger
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could destroy the relationships he valued most, particularly

with his mother.

3.Question

What was the turning point for Ben in overcoming his

temper?
Answer:The turning point came when he locked himself in

the bathroom, deeply reflecting on his actions, praying for

help, and reading the Bible. This moment of introspection

and desperation prompted a genuine change in his character.

4.Question

How did Ben view his temper after his transformative

experience?
Answer:After his transformative experience, Ben viewed his

temper as something he could conquer. He saw his past anger

as a potential source of control that he refused to give anyone

else over his life. He felt free from that burden and

determined to not let anger dictate his actions.

5.Question

What effect did reading the Bible have on Ben’s mindset

and life moving forward?
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Answer:Reading the Bible, especially Proverbs, grounded

Ben in wisdom about anger and impulse control. It became a

daily practice that instilled peace in his heart and equipped

him with the strength to face challenges without succumbing

to anger.

6.Question

How did Ben’s faith influence his ability to control his

emotions?
Answer:Ben's faith provided him with a sense of hope and

empowerment. It convinced him that true change was

possible, illustrating that relying on a higher power helped

him maintain control over his temper rather than yielding to

rage.

7.Question

What does Ben suggest about giving others power

through anger?
Answer:Ben suggests that allowing others to provoke one's

anger is akin to relinquishing control of one’s own life. He

learned that managing his emotions meant refusing to let

Scan to Download

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

others influence his state of mind.

8.Question

What did Ben’s experience teach him about his own

personal growth?
Answer:Ben's experience taught him that acknowledging

one's flaws is the first step toward growth. It required

humility to seek help, and he discovered that true strength

lies in vulnerability and the willingness to change.

9.Question

What message does Ben convey about the role of faith in

overcoming personal challenges?
Answer:Ben conveys that faith is a powerful ally in

overcoming personal challenges. He believes that trusting in

God can facilitate profound transformation, as his own

journey demonstrated the strength derived from spiritual

belief.

10.Question

How did Ben’s story illustrate the importance of

self-reflection?
Answer:Ben's story illustrates that self-reflection is critical

Scan to Download

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

for personal growth. His moments of deep contemplation

allowed him to confront his destructive patterns, leading to

insightful realizations that propelled him toward positive

change.
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Chapter 7 | ROTC Triumph| Q&A

1.Question

What inspired Ben Carson to want to be a doctor from a

young age?
Answer:Ben Carson's initial interest in becoming a

doctor was sparked by the prominence of Johns

Hopkins University Hospital in the media, where he

saw stories of cures and new medical advancements.

He admired the hospital's reputation and expressed,

'That’s where I want to go when I become a doctor.'

This fascination continued to grow as he matured

and learned more about the field.

2.Question

How did Ben's brother Curtis influence his career path?
Answer:Curtis played a significant role in Ben's life by

introducing him to 'Psychology Today' as a gift for his

thirteenth birthday. This sparked Ben's interest in psychiatry

and psychology. Additionally, Curtis's success in ROTC and

his steady attitude against peer pressure inspired Ben to join
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ROTC and pursue his own goals with similar determination.

3.Question

What does Ben learn about responsibility from his

mother?
Answer:Ben's mother imparted crucial life lessons about

personal responsibility and accountability. She frequently

quoted a poem about blaming oneself for failures, reinforcing

the idea that we create our own destinies through our choices.

This led Ben to realize he needed to take charge of his life

and act if he wanted to succeed.

4.Question

What effect did his teachers have on Ben's academic life?
Answer:Teachers like Mrs. Miller and Mr. McCotter

positively shaped Ben's academic journey. Mrs. Miller

provided extra help and encouraged him to appreciate

literature, while Mr. McCotter pushed him to take on more

responsibility in biology. Their belief in his potential

motivated Ben to reclaim his academic standing, highlighting

the importance of supportive mentors.
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5.Question

How did Ben Carson demonstrate leadership in ROTC?
Answer:Ben showed leadership skills when he was tasked

with managing a rambunctious ROTC class. He focused on

understanding the students' interests and structured the class

activities accordingly, earning respect and shaping a

well-disciplined unit. His success led to a rapid promotion

and recognition at the highest levels, showcasing his ability

to inspire and lead others.

6.Question

What personal developments did Ben experience during

high school?
Answer:Throughout high school, Ben underwent significant

personal growth. He shifted from feeling peer pressure about

clothing to focusing on academics, thanks to the ROTC

uniform policy. He developed a sense of responsibility, built

confidence through leadership roles, excelled academically,

and learned the value of hard work and dedication, leading to

remarkable academic achievements.
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7.Question

What was significant about Ben's achievements in ROTC

and academics?
Answer:Ben's quick advancement from private to lieutenant

colonel within the ROTC was extraordinary, as he joined late

and surpassed many peers. His academic success, including

high SAT scores and interest from prestigious colleges,

reflected his commitment to education and preparation for a

future in medicine. These achievements laid a strong

foundation for his later success in medical school.

8.Question

How did music play a role in Ben’s life?
Answer:Music, particularly classical music, became an

unexpected but enriching part of Ben's life. Through his

brother Curtis's influence, he not only learned to appreciate

classical compositions but also became knowledgeable about

various music forms. This musical education contributed to

his well-roundedness and intellectual development as he

pursued diverse interests.
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Chapter 8 | College Choices| Q&A

1.Question

What significant challenge did Ben Carson face at Yale,

and how did it impact his outlook on his academic

abilities?
Answer:Ben Carson faced the daunting challenge of

failing freshman chemistry at Yale, a significantly

more difficult environment than he experienced in

high school. This realization humbled him and made

him question his own intelligence, as he found

himself ranking below many of his peers. It led him

to reconsider his study habits and ultimately

motivated him to improve his academic approach.

2.Question

How did the concept of self-reliance influence Ben's

decision-making about college applications?
Answer:Ben Carson's mother instilled a belief in self-reliance

in him, which made him reluctant to borrow money or seek

fee waivers from colleges, despite having options. This

principle guided him to apply only to Yale, using his limited
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ten-dollar application fee.

3.Question

What role did prayer and spirituality play in Ben

Carson's journey during this challenging time?
Answer:Prayer played a crucial role in Ben Carson's journey.

When facing the possibility of failure, he turned to God for

help, expressing his desire to pursue a medical career. His

faith provided him peace amid despair and ultimately guided

him to a miraculous experience during his chemistry exam.

4.Question

What lesson did Ben Carson learn about studying and

preparation after his chemistry ordeal?
Answer:After his experience with chemistry, Ben Carson

learned the importance of proper studying techniques and

diligent preparation. He realized he could no longer rely on

cramming and needed to grasp the subject deeply, leading

him to adopt a more thorough and consistent study approach

throughout his college years.

5.Question

Describe the turning point Ben Carson experienced

Scan to Download

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

during his chemistry exam. What was its significance?
Answer:The turning point occurred during the chemistry

final exam when he encountered problems that he had dreamt

about the night before. The realization that he could answer

the questions correctly was not only a moment of relief but

also affirmed his belief that God had indeed intervened in his

life. This experience fortified his faith and commitment to

becoming a doctor, highlighting the significance of

perseverance and divine support in achieving one's goals.

6.Question

What does Ben Carson's story reveal about the

importance of resilience in the face of failure?
Answer:Ben Carson's story illustrates that resilience is

critical when facing failures. Despite initially feeling

overwhelmed and doubting his capabilities, he ultimately

chose to persist, seek help through prayer, and adjust his

study habits, which led him not only to succeed in chemistry

but also to reaffirm his career ambitions.

7.Question
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How did Carson's experience at Yale reshape his

perspective on his identity and capabilities?
Answer:Carson's experience at Yale reshaped his perspective

by revealing that he was not inherently 'bright' compared to

his peers. This humbling realization prompted him to

redefine his identity through hard work and dedication rather

than innate intelligence, leading him to embrace a growth

mindset.

8.Question

What can we learn from Ben Carson’s response to the

pressures of being a student in a competitive

environment?
Answer:We can learn that acknowledging our limitations

does not equate to defeat; instead, it can serve as a powerful

motivator for growth. Ben Carson’s proactive approach to

overcoming challenges illustrates the value of hard work,

determination, faith, and a willingness to change one's habits

in the pursuit of excellence.

9.Question

How did Ben Carson’s initial confidence evolve during his
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time at Yale?
Answer:Ben Carson's initial confidence was challenged

during his time at Yale as he realized he was just one of many

bright students. This pushed him towards humility and a

determination to improve his academic performance,

ultimately transforming his self-perception from

overconfidence to a grounded and focused ambition.

Chapter 9 | Changing the Rules| Q&A

1.Question

What did Ben Carson learn from his summer job at Ford

Motor Company?
Answer:Ben Carson learned that while having

connections can help you get a job, it is your

productivity and the quality of your work that truly

define your success. His experience taught him that

it's not just about what you know, but about the

integrity and results you bring to your work.

2.Question

How did Carson inspire his crew during his job as a
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highway cleanup supervisor?
Answer:Carson inspired his crew by changing the rules of

their work schedule. He offered them a challenge: if they

cleaned up a specific amount of trash quickly in the cool of

the morning, they could have the rest of the day off while

still earning a full day's pay. This motivated the crew to work

hard, and they completed far more work than expected,

finding joy in their achievement.

3.Question

What was a pivotal moment for Carson while seeking a

summer job during college, and who helped him?
Answer:After a frustrating job search, Ben Carson

encountered Mr. Standart, the vice president of Young and

Rubicum Advertising, who had previously interviewed him

for Yale. Mr. Standart was impressed by Carson and went out

of his way to help him secure a job, demonstrating that

relationships and past impressions can pave the way for new

opportunities.

4.Question
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What important lesson did Ben Carson learn from his

experiences about hard work?
Answer:Ben Carson learned that regardless of the type of job

or its duration, working hard and doing your best can lead to

recognition and opportunities for advancement. His mother

had instilled in him the belief that excellence would always

be rewarded, regardless of race or position.

5.Question

How did Carson's encounter at Yale with the professor

during the exam reflect his integrity?
Answer:During a difficult repeat exam, while many students

chose to leave, Carson remained and continued to work

diligently on his answers. His honesty and commitment

caught the professor's attention, leading to a recognition of

his character and even a reward, demonstrating that integrity

is often recognized in unexpected ways.

6.Question

What does Carson indicate about creativity in

problem-solving through his job experiences?

Scan to Download

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

Answer:Carson highlights that creativity in problem-solving

involves finding new ways to approach tasks and achieving

better results, even if it means breaking conventional rules.

He shows that success can come from thinking outside the

box and using a different perspective to accomplish goals.

7.Question

What recurring theme does Carson illustrate regarding

God’s provision in his life?
Answer:Carson's experiences, such as unexpectedly finding

money when he needed it most, illustrate his faith that God

cares for him and provides for his needs in crucial moments,

reinforcing the idea that trust in divine support can guide one

through challenges.
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Chapter 10 | A Serious Step| Q&A

1.Question

What impact did Candy have on Ben's life during their

time at Yale?
Answer:Candy brought joy and a sense of

companionship into Ben's life. Her outgoing

personality contrasted with his quiet nature and

helped him open up more socially. Their

relationship encouraged Ben to balance his studies

with a healthy personal life, motivating him to work

harder and pursue his dreams.

2.Question

How did Ben's perception of love and relationships

change through his experience with Candy?
Answer:Initially, Ben was focused solely on his academics

and becoming a doctor, viewing love as a distraction.

However, as his friendship with Candy developed into a

romantic relationship, he realized that love could coexist with

ambition. Candy's support and encouragement strengthened
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his resolve and commitment to his goals.

3.Question

What role did faith play in Ben and Candy's relationship,

especially during their near-accident?
Answer:During the car incident, Ben and Candy's faith

became a cornerstone of their bond. After the harrowing

experience, they recognized that their survival was due to

God's intervention, creating a deeper spiritual connection

between them. This shared belief reinforced their love and

commitment to each other and their future together.

4.Question

How did the challenges of medical school influence Ben's

effort and outlook on success?
Answer:Facing the competitive nature of medical school,

Ben committed himself to a rigorous study regimen after

initially experiencing average performance. His

determination to excel led him to develop a more effective

studying strategy, showing that hard work and perseverance

can lead to success regardless of initial setbacks.
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5.Question

What did Ben learn about his abilities during his time at

Yale and medical school?
Answer:Through his experiences playing games like table

soccer and later in medical training, Ben realized he had a

unique gift for eye-hand coordination. He recognized this

talent as a divine gift that would not only aid him in surgery

but also signify the belief that everyone has unique abilities

to develop and use for greater purposes.

6.Question

What lesson can be gleaned from Candy’s transition into

the faith community through love and acceptance?
Answer:Candy's journey reflects the transformative power of

love and community. Her experience demonstrates that a

welcoming environment and genuine acceptance can lead

individuals to explore and embrace faith, highlighting the

importance of support and inclusivity in spiritual journeys.

7.Question

What is the essence of Ben's attitude towards medical

school and his future despite challenges?
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Answer:Ben maintained unwavering confidence in his path,

believing that he was destined to become a doctor. His faith

in God and his commitment to hard work served as a

foundation for tackling the challenges of medical school,

showing that a strong belief in one's goals can drive success.

8.Question

How did Ben and Candy maintain their relationship

during their time apart?
Answer:Ben and Candy nurtured their relationship through

consistent communication, writing daily letters and engaging

in long phone calls. Their commitment to each other despite

the distance illustrated that love can thrive on dedication and

thoughtful expression, bridging any gaps created by physical

separation.

9.Question

What does Candy's quote about being loved into faith

suggest about community impact in spiritual

transformations?
Answer:Candy's reflection that 'the people loved me into the

faith' suggests that the warmth, kindness, and acceptance
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from a community can significantly impact one's spiritual

journey. It emphasizes the role of interpersonal relationships

in fostering an environment conducive to personal growth

and transformation.

10.Question

How did Ben's sense of humor play a role during his

medical school experience?
Answer:Ben used humor to cope with the pressures and

uncertainties of medical school, often making light-hearted

jokes about his situation. His playful brand of confidence

allowed him to relieve stress and bond with peers, showing

that humor can be an effective tool in managing challenging

situations.

Chapter 11 | Another Step Forward| Q&A

1.Question

What did Ben Carson discover that changed the approach

to locating the foramen ovale in neurosurgery?
Answer:Ben Carson discovered a technique

involving the placement of two tiny metal rings on
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the skull to determine the exact location of the

foramen ovale. This allowed for easier identification

of the target area during surgery, saving valuable

time and reducing patient discomfort.

2.Question

How did Ben Carson feel about his ability compared to

the interns and residents during his neurosurgery

rotation?
Answer:Ben Carson felt confident and recognized that he had

amassed more knowledge about neurosurgery than many of

the interns and junior residents, which resulted in professors

often calling on him for answers.

3.Question

What role did Ben Carson's background in classical

music play in his acceptance into Johns Hopkins?
Answer:Ben Carson's knowledge of classical music provided

a connection during his interview with Dr. Udvarhelyi, which

may have played a significant role in his acceptance into the

neurosurgery program at Johns Hopkins. It demonstrated his

broad knowledge base and personality.
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4.Question

How did Ben Carson view his relationship with the

support staff during his residency?
Answer:Ben Carson valued his relationships with the nurses

and clerks, often engaging with them and recognizing their

expertise. He understood that their practical experience was

crucial for delivering quality patient care.

5.Question

What is Ben Carson's perspective on personal talent and

success?
Answer:Ben Carson believes that being a successful

neurosurgeon does not imply superiority over others, but

rather recognition of the talents bestowed by God. He sees

the importance of sharing those talents and treating everyone

with respect, regardless of their position.

6.Question

What lesson did Ben Carson emphasize about the worth

of individuals in the medical field?
Answer:Ben Carson emphasized that every individual has

worth and that showing kindness and respect fosters positive
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relationships. He advises that the same people encountered

on the way up are typically met on the way down and

encourages treating all as beings of value.

7.Question

How did Ben Carson's mother influence his perception of

people?
Answer:Ben Carson's mother taught him that all people are

equal and deserving of respect, regardless of their income or

job title, which shaped his approach towards the support staff

and contributed to his success during his residency.

8.Question

What was Ben Carson's attitude towards challenges and

learning?
Answer:Ben Carson embraced challenges as opportunities to

learn and grow, believing that with hard work and

determination, he could acquire any skill necessary for his

medical career.

Chapter 12 | Coming Into My Own| Q&A

1.Question

What lesson can be learned about overcoming prejudice
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from Ben Carson's experiences during his internship?
Answer:Ben Carson's experiences highlight the

importance of resilience and self-identity in

overcoming prejudice. Despite facing racial biases

from patients and colleagues, he remained focused

on his work and responsibilities, not allowing others'

ignorance to affect his self-worth. His mother’s voice

in his head, reminding him that ignorance can be

educated, empowered him to rise above these

challenges and serve as a role model for young Black

individuals. The lesson emphasizes that one's value

and potential should not be dictated by the biases of

others.

2.Question

How does Carson's statement about being a role model

for Black youngsters reflect a broader message about

responsibility?
Answer:Carson expresses a deep sense of responsibility to

act as a role model for Black youth, underscoring the
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message that individuals have the power to change their

circumstances through their actions and attitudes. By

demonstrating that perseverance and hard work can lead to

success, he encourages young people to take ownership of

their futures rather than relying on external factors to

improve their situations. This message is broad and resonates

with anyone striving for a better life, regardless of their

background.

3.Question

What does Carson suggest is essential for minorities to

improve their social situations?
Answer:Carson suggests that minorities must adopt a

self-reliant mentality, emphasizing that many pressing racial

issues can be alleviated when individuals take personal

responsibility to uplift themselves. By focusing on hard

work, education, and community support, he illustrates how

self-empowerment is crucial for overcoming adversity and

creating opportunities for advancement.

4.Question
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In what way does Dr. Long embody the principles of

mentorship that Carson values?
Answer:Dr. Long embodies the principles of mentorship by

demonstrating kindness, support, and the willingness to help

others succeed. He believed in Carson's abilities and

advocated for him in a challenging environment, thereby

providing a model of what a mentor should be. This reflects

Carson's later approach to mentoring, as he aims to inspire

young people by being accessible, understanding, and

positively influential.

5.Question

What inspired Carson to pursue groundbreaking

research during his residency?
Answer:Carson was inspired during his residency by a desire

to advance medical knowledge and improve treatments for

brain tumors. His collaboration with other researchers and his

determination to find effective methods led him to innovate

and develop a successful brain tumor model using New

Zealand white rabbits, showcasing his creativity and
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commitment to enhancing patient care.

6.Question

How did Carson manage fear and anxiety before

performing a critical surgery during his residency?
Answer:Carson managed his fear and anxiety by focusing on

the urgency of the situation and recognizing that not acting

could lead to catastrophic outcomes for the patient. The

encouragement from his physician's assistant, who simply

said ‘Go for it,’ helped him gain confidence. Once he made

the decision to proceed with the surgery, he experienced a

calmness that allowed him to perform successfully,

illustrating the importance of addressing fear constructively.

7.Question

What does Carson's journey reveal about the importance

of education and perseverance?
Answer:Carson's journey demonstrates that education and

perseverance are crucial in overcoming obstacles and

achieving success. His dedication to learning through

rigorous training, despite challenging circumstances,
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illustrates how commitment to one’s goals can lead to

remarkable achievements and breakthroughs in both personal

and professional realms.
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Chapter 13 | A Special Year| Q&A

1.Question

What does Ben Carson's experience in Australia teach us

about pursuing opportunities, even if they seem unlikely?
Answer:Ben Carson’s journey to Australia

demonstrates that opportunities can arise from

unexpected suggestions and that they are worth

exploring, despite initial hesitation or doubts. When

Bryant Stokes persistently encouraged Carson to

consider a position in Australia, it prompted him to

think outside his comfort zone. Carson's eventual

acceptance of the opportunity significantly advanced

his career in neurosurgery, highlighting the

importance of being open-minded and receptive to

new experiences.

2.Question

How can persistence from others influence your

decision-making, as seen in the interaction between Ben

Carson and Bryant Stokes?
Answer:Persistence, as exemplified by Stokes, can plant
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seeds of possibility in someone's mind. Carson initially

dismissed the idea of moving to Australia due to various

concerns, including racial issues and uncertainty about the

opportunity's impact on his career. Yet, Stokes never gave up

suggesting the role, which led Carson to eventually explore

more about Australia. This underscores how the

encouragement of others can help individuals reconsider their

barriers and ultimately make significant choices.

3.Question

In what ways did faith play a role in Ben and Candy

Carson's decision to move to Australia?
Answer:Faith was central to Ben and Candy Carson’s

decision-making process regarding their move to Australia.

After repeatedly encountering references to Australia, Ben

questioned whether God was trying to tell them something.

Their subsequent exploration of the country’s current

standing regarding racial policies shows a reliance on faith to

navigate fears and uncertainties. Additionally, their religious

community provided support and facilitated connections,
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reinforcing the idea that faith can guide significant life

choices.

4.Question

What challenges did Ben Carson face upon arriving in

Australia, and how did he overcome them?
Answer:Ben Carson faced several challenges upon arriving

in Australia, including concerns over racial acceptance and

entering a new and unfamiliar medical environment. He also

dealt with the anxiety stemming from his wife’s pregnancy

during their transition. However, he overcame these

challenges by relying on the warmth and inclusivity of the

Australian people, as well as his dedication to his work. The

support he received from the local community and the

Seventh-day Adventist Church made him feel welcomed,

allowing him to focus on his surgical responsibilities and

gain valuable experience.

5.Question

Reflecting on Ben Carson's tenure in Australia, what key

lesson can be drawn about seizing professional

opportunities?
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Answer:A key lesson from Ben Carson’s experience in

Australia is that seizing professional opportunities can lead to

remarkable growth and success. Through his year in

Australia, Carson gained extensive surgical experience that

was pivotal for his career. It shows the importance of

stepping outside comfort zones and embracing new

challenges, as these can provide unique learning experiences

that may not be available elsewhere.

6.Question

How did Ben Carson's return to Johns Hopkins subvert

the expectations set by other professionals regarding race

and success?
Answer:Upon his return to Johns Hopkins, Ben Carson

defied the expectations of other professionals who warned

him about facing prejudice and limited opportunities due to

his race. Instead of struggling to gain acceptance, he quickly

became a sought-after surgeon with a flourishing practice,

showing that merit and skill can overcome societal

prejudices. His success story emphasizes that competence
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and dedication can shatter stereotypes and create

opportunities, regardless of race.

7.Question

What can we learn from the way Ben Carson handled

skepticism from patients about his qualifications?
Answer:Ben Carson’s response to skepticism about his

qualifications from patients illustrates the importance of

confidence, transparency, and competence. When faced with

doubt about his capabilities due to his young age or race, he

maintained a professional demeanor and used humor to ease

concerns. This approach not only reassured patients but also

showcased his expertise, demonstrating how establishing

trust through communication can overcome prejudice.

Chapter 14 | A Girl Named Maranda| Q&A

1.Question

What inspired the Francisco family to continue their

search for help for Maranda despite repeated failures

from other doctors?
Answer:The Francisco family's unwavering

commitment to their daughter Maranda was fueled
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by their love and desperation. They believed there

must be a place that could provide help, reflecting

their determination and refusal to give up hope.

Their willingness to ask questions and seek every

possible lead illustrates the depth of their dedication.

2.Question

What was the significance of Dr. John Freeman’s belief in

the hemispherectomy for Maranda?
Answer:Dr. John Freeman’s belief in the hemispherectomy

was significant because it represented a glimmer of hope

after years of despair for the Franciscos. His confidence in

the procedure marked a turning point in Maranda's treatment,

indicating that there was a viable option they hadn’t

encountered before, despite the risks involved.

3.Question

What does Maranda’s response about not wanting

seizures show about her understanding of her condition?
Answer:Maranda’s response of wanting 'no more seizures'

reflects her awareness of her condition at such a young age. It
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shows that she grasped the seriousness of her situation and

yearned for a normal childhood, highlighting the emotional

impact of her struggles on her and her family.

4.Question

How did Dr. Carson's philosophy influence his approach

to Maranda's surgery?
Answer:Dr. Carson’s philosophy of trusting in a higher

power and accepting that they had nothing to lose by trying

influenced his approach by instilling a sense of peace and

commitment in him. He believed that if the surgery could

save Maranda and was their only option, they should take the

chance, embodying hope and courage in the face of

uncertainty.

5.Question

What emotions did Mrs. Francisco express when she

agreed to the surgery for Maranda?
Answer:Mrs. Francisco expressed a mix of hope and

desperation, acknowledging the risks involved but

recognizing that the only alternative was a bleak future for
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her daughter. Her decision revealed a determination to fight

for any chance of improvement in Maranda’s condition,

showcasing a profound maternal instinct.

6.Question

Why was it important for Dr. Carson to communicate the

risks of the surgery to the Franciscos?
Answer:It was essential for Dr. Carson to communicate the

risks clearly to ensure the family was fully informed before

making such a critical decision. This transparency was

crucial for establishing trust, allowing the Franciscos to make

a well-considered choice regarding Maranda's future.

7.Question

How did Maranda’s story exemplify the themes of hope

and perseverance?
Answer:Maranda’s story illustrates hope through the

relentless efforts of her parents to find help despite many

disappointments, and perseverance through her own battle

with seizures. Their collective journey embodies the belief

that with determination, one can uncover possibilities even in
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dire circumstances.

8.Question

What role did faith play in the decisions made by

Maranda's family and Dr. Carson?
Answer:Faith played a pivotal role in the decisions made by

Maranda's family and Dr. Carson, as it provided strength and

a sense of peace amid uncertainty. For Mrs. Francisco, faith

translated into a trust in the surgery as a last resort, while for

Dr. Carson, it offered reassurance that he endeavored to do

the best for his patient.

9.Question

What can we learn from the Franciscos' approach to

seeking medical intervention for their daughter?
Answer:The Franciscos' approach teaches us the importance

of persistence, resourcefulness, and an unyielding belief in

possibilities. Their journey underscores that seeking help,

being informed, and maintaining hope can lead to unexpected

opportunities and outcomes.

10.Question

How did the history and evolution of the
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hemispherectomy impact the treatment options for

conditions like Maranda’s?
Answer:The evolution of the hemispherectomy highlighted

shifts in medical understanding and technological

advancements, shifting from ineffectiveness to becoming a

potential solution for severe cases like Maranda's. Historical

failures shaped modern practices, allowing skilled surgeons

to cautiously explore surgical options that could offer relief

when other treatments failed.

Chapter 15 | Heartbreak| Q&A

1.Question

What motivated Ben Carson to perform the challenging

hemispherectomy on Maranda Francisco despite the risks

involved?
Answer:Carson was motivated by the clear facts: if

he didn’t operate, Maranda would worsen and

potentially die, and he believed he had adequately

prepared himself for the surgery. He felt a deep

sense of responsibility and faith, choosing to leave
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the results in God's hands after doing his best.

2.Question

What were the initial concerns during Maranda's

surgery?
Answer:The surgery turned out to be twice as long as

expected due to complications, such as excessive bleeding

and the inflamed condition of Maranda’s brain, requiring a

significant amount of blood replacement.

3.Question

Describe the moment when Maranda woke up after

surgery and how that impacted the team and her family.
Answer:When Maranda opened her eyes and spoke to her

parents, expressing her love, it was an incredible moment of

joy and relief for everyone present, including the surgical

team. It demonstrated not just the success of the surgery but

highlighted the miraculous resilience of the human brain,

leaving the team in amazement.

4.Question

What insights did Carson provide about the brain's

plasticity and its significance in surgeries like Maranda's?
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Answer:Carson explained that under a phenomenon called

'plasticity', functions of the brain could shift to other areas,

particularly in children. This adaptability is pivotal for

surgeries like hemispherectomies, allowing children like

Maranda to recover abilities like speech even after significant

sections of their brain have been removed.

5.Question

How did Carson cope with the emotional fallout after the

tragic outcome of Jennifer's surgery?
Answer:After Jennifer's death, Carson experienced deep grief

and depression. He navigated through these emotions by

reminding himself of the many lives saved through their

work and by focusing on the need to help other patients,

recognizing that dwelling on his failures would hinder his

ability to assist others.

6.Question

What critical lesson about facing failure did Carson learn

from his experiences as a surgeon?
Answer:Carson learned that as a surgeon, he must balance his
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emotional involvement while accepting the unpredictability

of medicine. He realized that despite his best efforts,

outcomes may not always be favorable, and it's essential to

focus on the lives saved rather than solely on the devastating

losses.

7.Question

What did Ben Carson say about the importance of

teamwork in the success of surgeries such as

hemispherectomies?
Answer:He emphasized that their high success rate stemmed

from effective teamwork and collaboration within the

pediatric neurology and neurosurgery departments at

Hopkins, noting that his role was just part of a larger

collective effort.

8.Question

How did the media attention after Maranda's successful

surgery affect Ben Carson's perspective on public

recognition?
Answer:Despite the media's excitement over the

groundbreaking surgery, Carson chose to remain humble and
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wary of becoming a celebrity doctor. He recognized the

potential pitfalls of fame, preferring to focus on patient care

and staying grounded in his responsibilities rather than

seeking public acclaim.

9.Question

How did the concept of brain plasticity influence Carson's

decisions regarding other patients like Christina

Hutchins?
Answer:Carson applied the concept of plasticity by

recognizing that even though Christina was older, the gradual

onset of her seizures might have allowed her brain to

compensate for lost functions. Thus, he felt confident

performing the hemispherectomy on her, which led to

significant improvement in her condition.

10.Question

What reflects Carson’s philosophy regarding the

outcomes of his surgeries, even in the face of failures like

Jennifer's?
Answer:Carson's philosophy is underscored by the belief that

surgery is a chance to save lives, and while he carries the
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emotional weight of failures, he finds solace in the

knowledge that many patients benefit from the surgeries

performed and that the attempt to help is paramount.
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Chapter 16 | Little Beth| Q&A

1.Question

What challenges did the Usher family face regarding

Beth's condition after her initial injury?
Answer:After Beth's fall from the swing, her parents

initially faced the challenge of understanding her

seizures, which were intermittent and frightening.

Medical professionals reassured them that this could

be a temporary issue after a bump to the head,

leading them to feel relieved. However, as Beth's

seizures worsened and increased in frequency, the

Ushers struggled with indecision and anxiety about

the best course of action for their daughter’s

treatment, seeking answers from various medical

resources.

2.Question

How did Kathy Usher's research influence Beth's journey

towards surgery?
Answer:Kathy Usher's relentless research was pivotal; she
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discovered information on hemispherectomies while in the

library. Her initiative to contact Dr. John Freeman set in

motion the process of evaluating Beth at Johns Hopkins. This

pivotal moment highlighted the importance of parental

advocacy and informed decision-making in medical care.

3.Question

What internal conflict did the Ushers have regarding

Beth’s treatment options?
Answer:The Ushers faced a profound internal conflict when

deciding on surgery. Despite initially believing that Beth was

improving and being hesitant to subject her to a radical

procedure, they felt caught between their hope for her natural

recovery and the worsening reality of her condition, which

ultimately forced them to reconsider the necessity of the

surgery.

4.Question

What emotional toll did the surgery and its aftermath

take on Beth's parents?
Answer:Beth's surgery and recovery period placed an
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emotional strain on her parents, who experienced feelings of

guilt and regret. They questioned their decisions, wondering

if they had made the right choices regarding Beth's care and

treatment, especially when faced with the uncertainty of

whether or not she would recover from the drastic surgery.

5.Question

What moment marked the turning point in Beth’s

recovery?
Answer:The turning point in Beth’s recovery was marked by

a small yet significant moment when she spoke for the first

time after surgery, saying, 'Daddy, my nose itches.' This

breakthrough not only signified improvement but also

reignited hope in her parents, showing that progress was

being made.

6.Question

What life lessons can be drawn from Beth’s story?
Answer:Beth's story teaches several valuable life lessons: the

importance of parental advocacy in medical decision-making,

the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity, and
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the reminder that hope and diligent support from loved ones

can lead to miraculous recoveries. It also underscores the

critical nature of informed choices within the medical

system.

7.Question

How does Dr. Carson reflect on the challenges of

opposition in the medical field as seen through Denise's

case?
Answer:Dr. Carson reflects that despite facing significant

opposition regarding Denise's surgery, it reinforced his belief

in the importance of conviction and knowledge in medical

decisions. He learned that knowing one's capabilities and

being firm in one's decisions can overcome the criticisms of

others, ultimately leading to successful outcomes.

8.Question

What impact did other medical staff have during Beth's

recovery process?
Answer:The encouragement and support from the medical

staff were crucial during Beth’s recovery. They not only

provided emotional support to the Ushers but also
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encouraged Dr. Carson, helping him remain optimistic during

a challenging time. This collaborative support from the entire

medical team contributed to a hopeful environment for both

the patient and her family.

9.Question

Discuss the long-term effects of the hemispherectomy

based on the story. How did Beth's achievement in school

reflect her progress?
Answer:Long-term effects of Beth's hemispherectomy

included some physical limitations, such as a slight limp and

limited peripheral vision. However, these challenges did not

overshadow her achievements; by 1988, she was reported to

be excelling academically, being number one in her math

class. This not only illustrates her remarkable recovery and

adaptability but also serves as an inspiring testament to the

potential for individuals to thrive despite adversity.

Chapter 17 | Three Special Children| Q&A

1.Question

What is the significance of Bo-Bo's story in the context of

hope and perseverance?
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Answer:Bo-Bo's story represents hope in dire

circumstances. Despite the skepticism of others, Dr.

Carson decided not to give up on her, showcasing the

importance of believing in possibilities, however

small. This narrative conveys a powerful message

about the impact of hope and the willingness to fight

for life, even when the odds are stacked against

someone.

2.Question

How did Dr. Carson's decision-making process reflect his

belief in the potential for recovery?
Answer:Dr. Carson's decision to proceed with Bo-Bo's

surgery, despite facing criticism and overwhelming odds,

illustrates his belief that any chance of recovery, no matter

how small, should be pursued. He understood that in

medicine, timing is crucial, and waiting too long can result in

lost opportunities. His commitment to acting on hope rather

than succumbing to defeat underscores the importance of

taking risks when lives are at stake.
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3.Question

What role did communication play in Charles's mother's

consent for surgery?
Answer:Communication was pivotal in gaining Charles's

mother's consent. Dr. Carson took the time to explain the

situation, offer a glimmer of hope by sharing Bo-Bo's success

story, and addressing her fears. By clearly conveying the

potential benefits of surgery and the consequences of

inaction, he finally helped her understand the importance of

seizing the last chance to save her son.

4.Question

What lesson can be learned from the tragic outcome of

Danielle's case?
Answer:Danielle's case teaches that not all medical

interventions lead to success, despite best efforts and

intentions. It highlights the importance of timing in treatment

and the harsh realities faced in medicine. However, the

family's gratitude and recognition of Dr. Carson's efforts

emphasize that valuing effort and compassion is crucial, even
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when outcomes are not what one hopes for.

5.Question

How does Dr. Carson's experience with criticism shape

his approach to medicine?
Answer:Dr. Carson's experiences with criticism have

cultivated a resolve to trust his instincts and abilities as a

surgeon. Despite facing opposition, he learned to prioritize

patient welfare over the opinions of critics. His journey

teaches that conviction and compassion should guide medical

decisions, exhibiting the need for resilience in the face of

doubt.

6.Question

What does the reactions of Danielle's parents reveal

about human resilience and hope?
Answer:Danielle's parents exhibited remarkable resilience

and hope even amidst their profound loss. Their ability to

express gratitude towards Dr. Carson and the medical team,

despite not having the outcome they desired, reflects a

mature understanding of their situation. This underscores the
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idea that gratitude can coexist with grief, and hope can

persist even when facing insurmountable challenges.

7.Question

What can be inferred about the importance of taking

action in desperate situations?
Answer:The narratives of Bo-Bo and Charles reinforce the

idea that taking action, especially in desperate circumstances,

can lead to unexpected results. In both cases, decisive action

was taken at crucial moments, which ultimately led to

recovery. This lesson emphasizes that hesitation can be

detrimental and that proactive measures, even when the odds

appear unfavorable, can provide life-saving opportunities.

Chapter 18 | Craig and Susan| Q&A

1.Question

What does Susan Warnick's devotion to Craig teach us

about love and faith during challenging times?
Answer:Susan's unwavering support for Craig

during his battle with Von Hippel-Lindau disease

illustrates the profound impact of love and faith.
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Amidst her husband's multiple surgeries and health

challenges, she remained a steadfast pillar. Her

belief, articulated in statements like 'He’s going to

walk,' showcases how love can inspire hope and

resilience, even when facing dire circumstances. It

suggests that true companionship means fighting for

one another's well-being and maintaining hope in

the face of adversity.

2.Question

How did Ben Carson and the medical team demonstrate

commitment beyond their professional duties?
Answer:Dr. Carson's decision to operate on Craig despite his

grueling schedule exemplifies a deep commitment to patient

care founded on empathy and dedication. When he felt the

odds were against Craig, his readiness to 'bump someone off

the schedule' reveals his understanding of the emotional

gravity of the situation. This choice highlights that medical

professionals often extend their roles to include emotional

support and personal investment in their patients' outcomes,
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transcending mere duty.

3.Question

How does the story of Craig and Susan emphasize the

importance of community support in healing?
Answer:The scenario of twenty-five to thirty people gathered

in Craig's hospital room for a prayer meeting underscores the

significance of community. Their collective faith and support

provided not only emotional upliftment but also a sense of

communal strength that often acts as a buffer against despair.

This communal involvement illustrates how shared beliefs

and support networks enable individuals to face

overwhelming challenges with greater courage and hope.

4.Question

What role did faith play in both Craig's and Susan's

journey through adversity?
Answer:Faith played a central role in guiding Craig and

Susan through their hardships. Susan's continual declarations

of faith, such as her confident assertions that 'Craig is going

to walk again,' served as a beacon of hope, driving both her
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and Craig forward. Furthermore, their prayers for divine

intervention illustrate how faith sustained them during

moments of fear and uncertainty, acting as a lifeline that

provided comfort and assurance in the bleakest of times.

5.Question

What lesson does Craig’s recovery teach about the

relationship between medical science and spirituality?
Answer:Craig's miraculous recovery after a seemingly

devastating surgery raises profound questions about the

relationship between medical science and spirituality. While

Dr. Carson openly admitted the limitations of medical

knowledge, both Craig and Susan held onto faith, believing

they would receive a miracle. This intersection suggests that

while scientific endeavors in surgeries and treatments are

crucial, the power of belief and the divine also play an

equally vital role in the healing process, often transcending

expected outcomes.

6.Question

How did Susan’s experience shape her future career as an

excellent nurse?
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Answer:Susan's journey alongside Craig fueled her

commitment to nursing, driven by her realization of the

profound impact compassion can have on patients. Her

firsthand experiences of fear, uncertainty, and grief allowed

her to empathize deeply with the struggles of patients and

their families. This empathy, coupled with her extensive

research into VHL, positioned Susan to become an

exceptional nurse, showcasing how personal experiences can

transform into professional dedication and expertise.

7.Question

What can we learn about coping with loss or trauma from

Susan’s emotional journey throughout Craig’s illness?
Answer:Susan's emotional rollercoaster highlights the

normalcy of feeling overwhelmed by trauma and loss. Her

moments of despair, coupled with her eventual acceptance of

surrendering Craig to God, indicate that processing feelings

of fear and uncertainty is a natural part of dealing with

traumatic experiences. Her journey teaches us that while

confronting overwhelming challenges, allowing ourselves to
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feel and express those emotions is pivotal for healing and

moving forward in life.

8.Question

What does the evolution of Craig’s condition after

surgery reveal about hope and resilience?
Answer:Craig's gradual improvement after surgery — from

being unable to move to eventually cracking jokes and

regaining independence — epitomizes resilience and the

human spirit's capacity for recovery. This transformation

signifies that even in the face of life-threatening

circumstances, hope can manifest in surprising ways. The

story reinforces the belief that while challenges may seem

insurmountable, overcoming them often requires a

combination of fortitude, supportive relationships, and

sometimes, a miracle.

9.Question

In what ways do Craig and Susan’s lives illustrate the

concept of 'sacred trust' in relationships?
Answer:Craig and Susan's commitment to one another
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throughout their trials reveals a deep 'sacred trust' inherent in

their relationship. Their shared faith, mutual support, and

unwavering belief in each other's strength created an

unbreakable bond that allowed them to navigate the

complexities of illness together. This illustrates that when

two individuals trust and believe in each other, especially

during hardships, it fosters resilience that can carry them

through adversity.

10.Question

How does this chapter reflect themes of miracles and the

extraordinary within everyday life?
Answer:The chapter succinctly encapsulates the themes of

miracles and extraordinary resilience in seemingly mundane

life experiences. From community prayers to Craig's

unexpected recovery post-surgery, these events serve as daily

miracles. They illustrate that extraordinary outcomes often

arise from everyday circumstances marked by faith, hope,

and collective goodwill, reminding us that in our routine

struggles, we may encounter profound moments of grace and
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healing.
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Chapter 19 | Separating the Twins| Q&A

1.Question

How did Theresa Binder's initial reaction to the news of

her twins change over time?
Answer:Initially, Theresa Binder reacted with

despair and anger, perceiving her unborn twins as a

'sick, ugly monster' and contemplating suicide to

escape the situation. However, as she reflected on

her choices, she chose life and love for her children,

recognizing their right to exist. When she eventually

saw her twins after birth, tenderness replaced her

earlier horror, and she embraced them

wholeheartedly, affirming her love: 'You are ours,

and I already love you.'

2.Question

What was the significance of the Binder twins sharing

crucial body structures?
Answer:The Binder twins shared an essential vein

responsible for draining blood from the brain, making their
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separation a medical challenge. This shared vascular

structure meant that any damage to it during surgery could be

fatal for both twins. The medical team's meticulous planning

aimed to navigate these complexities, showcasing the critical

nature of such operations and the delicate interdependence of

their bodies.

3.Question

What role did hope play in Theresa Binder's journey

after the twins' birth?
Answer:Hope was a guiding force for Theresa Binder

throughout her journey. Despite her fears and challenges, she

held onto the dream that her sons would be separated, which

fueled her determination and unwavering love for them. She

stated, 'I knew I would fight for their chance as long as I

lived,' highlighting how her hope sustained her through

difficult times.

4.Question

What actions were taken by Dr. Carson and his team to

prepare for the surgery on the Binder twins?
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Answer:Dr. Carson and his team undertook extensive

preparations for the surgery, including five months of

planning and rehearsals. They organized a large medical

team comprising various specialists and meticulously

detailed a 10-page operation plan. They also made

adaptations to the operating room, ensuring it was equipped

for any emergency, demonstrating their commitment to the

twins' safety and success.

5.Question

How did the operation of separating the twins exemplify

teamwork and expertise?
Answer:The operation involved a highly coordinated effort

with Dr. Carson leading the surgical team, which included

specialists from various fields like pediatric surgery,

neurosurgery, and anesthesia. The teamwork was evident as

each member executed their specific roles seamlessly under

intense pressure. Their collective preparation and

collaboration allowed them to adapt to unexpected challenges

during surgery, ultimately contributing to the successful
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separation of the twins.

6.Question

What message does the story of the Binder twins convey

about parental love and resilience?
Answer:The story embodies the profound depths of parental

love and the resilience of the human spirit. Theresa and Josef

Binder’s journey reflects how unconditional love can lead to

hope and action in the face of overwhelming odds. Their

willingness to support their sons, regardless of their

condition, emphasizes the strength of parental bonds and the

impact of love in overcoming life’s most daunting

challenges.

7.Question

What challenges did the medical team face during the

surgery, and how did they overcome them?
Answer:During the surgery, the team faced significant

challenges, including severe bleeding and complications

involving the shared vascular structures. They utilized

hypothermic arrest to limit brain damage during the delicate
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procedure. Quick thinking, precise surgical skills, and

teamwork were crucial in managing unexpected

complications, such as running low on blood supply. Their

ability to adapt and support each other allowed them to

navigate these hurdles and successfully complete the

operation.

Chapter 20 | The Rest of Their Story| Q&A

1.Question

What was the main concern during the surgery of the

Binder twins?
Answer:The main concern was whether the twins

would recover after such a complex and traumatic

surgery, with the unceasing prayer for their survival

and avoiding any lasting brain damage.

2.Question

What did Ben Carson and his team use to help the twins'

brains recover post-surgery?
Answer:They used phenobarbital to put the babies into an

artificial coma, significantly reducing their brain activity and
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allowing for a better chance of recovery.

3.Question

How did the response of the media and public affect the

atmosphere surrounding the surgery?
Answer:The media coverage created a significant public

interest, with many people praying for the success of the

surgery, which added a sense of collective hope and pressure

for the surgical team.

4.Question

What did the surgical team feel after successfully

completing the operation?
Answer:They felt exhausted but elated, recognizing that

while they had achieved a significant first step in separating

the twins, the journey towards ensuring their normal lives

was just beginning.

5.Question

What does Mark Rogers mean when he says, 'Success is

producing two normal children'?
Answer:He emphasizes that the true measure of success goes

beyond just separating the twins surgically; it lies in their
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overall health and ability to lead normal lives after the

operation.

6.Question

Why were the weeks following the surgery challenging for

Dr. Carson and his team?
Answer:The postoperative period was filled with uncertainty;

they had to monitor the twins' recovery closely, hoping for

signs of normalcy while being aware of the potential for

complications.

7.Question

How did the twins respond as they began to recover?
Answer:After about ten days, both twins opened their eyes

and began to show signs of movement, which filled the

medical staff with joy and marked a hopeful turn in their

recovery.

8.Question

What lesson does Ben Carson draw from the experience

of the surgery and the recovery of the twins?
Answer:He reflects on the importance of teamwork and

belief in each other’s capabilities, suggesting that humans are
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capable of achieving more than they realize when they work

together.

9.Question

What sentiments did Dr. Carson express about the role of

faith in the operation?
Answer:He acknowledged that ultimately, the fate of the

twins was in God's hands, and that faith played a crucial part

in the process and outcomes of their care.

10.Question

What were Dr. Carson's thoughts about the twins' future

abilities?
Answer:He was cautiously optimistic, recognizing the

challenges they faced due to the nature of their surgery and

the concerns over potential brain damage, but he also noted

their responsive progress.

Chapter 21 | Family Affairs| Q&A

1.Question

What was the pivotal moment that prompted Ben Carson

to reassess his priorities in life?
Answer:The pivotal moment occurred when Ben's
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wife, Candy, went into labor, and he faced the

urgency of the situation while reflecting on his busy

life. After the birth of their son, he realized that he

was stretched too thin due to his professional

commitments and he needed to make significant

changes to prioritize his family.

2.Question

How did Ben Carson handle the challenges of balancing a

demanding career and family life?
Answer:Ben Carson addressed the challenges of balancing

his neurosurgery career with his family by setting clear

priorities. He made it a point to leave work by 7:00 PM,

committing to spending evenings with his children. He also

chose not to take on more responsibilities that would

interfere with family time, illustrating a conscious decision to

maintain a healthy work-life balance.

3.Question

What did Ben Carson identify as his top priorities after

his son was born?
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Answer:After the birth of his son, Ben Carson identified his

top priorities as his family, his professional responsibilities

as a clinical neurosurgeon, and his role as a role model for

young people. He decided to reserve weekends for family

and not let his clinical work suffer.

4.Question

What importance did Ben Carson place on his

relationship with his wife, Candy?
Answer:Ben Carson emphasized the critical role Candy

played in his success, expressing gratitude for her support

and how it allowed him to manage his demanding career. He

acknowledged the need for time alone with her and

recognized that their partnership and her understanding of his

career were essential for their family dynamics.

5.Question

How did Candy respond to Ben's demanding work

schedule during their early marriage?
Answer:Candy coped with Ben's demanding work schedule

by pursuing her own education and creative interests, such as
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starting choirs and musical ensembles. This not only kept her

engaged but also strengthened their partnership as she found

ways to support him while fulfilling her own ambitions.

6.Question

What lesson about time management and priorities can

be learned from Ben Carson’s experience?
Answer:A key lesson from Ben Carson's experience is that

successful time management involves making conscious

decisions about priorities. By setting boundaries, focusing on

what truly matters, and being willing to make sacrifices, one

can achieve a better balance between personal and

professional life.

7.Question

In what ways did Ben Carson intend to be a role model

for young people?
Answer:Ben Carson aimed to be a role model for young

people by actively engaging in motivational speaking and

participating in health initiatives within his church. He

wanted to inspire them through his life experiences, by
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demonstrating the importance of commitment to both

professional and family values.

8.Question

What changes did Ben Carson implement at the hospital

to alleviate his workload?
Answer:To alleviate his workload, Ben Carson advocated for

the hiring of additional pediatric neurosurgeons at Hopkins,

which had historically operated as a one-person department.

This decision was aimed at managing the increasing patient

volume while allowing him some relief in his schedule.

9.Question

What does Ben Carson's story illustrate about the

challenges faced by those in demanding professions?
Answer:Ben Carson's story illustrates that individuals in

demanding professions often struggle with balancing work

commitments and personal life. The challenge lies in finding

a way to be effective in their careers while also fulfilling

family responsibilities, highlighting the need for deliberate

prioritization and time management.
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10.Question

How did Candy’s support impact Ben Carson's ability to

manage his career?
Answer:Candy's support provided Ben Carson with the

confidence and stability he needed to manage his intense

career. Her understanding and proactive approach allowed

him to focus on his demanding job while knowing that their

family was secure and taken care of.
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Chapter 22 | Think Big| Q&A

1.Question

What is the dream Ben Carson shares with Candy?
Answer:Ben Carson and Candy share a dream of

establishing a national scholarship fund for

academically talented young people who lack

financial means. This fund aims to help them

achieve their education goals in any institution they

wish.

2.Question

What does the acronym THINK BIG represent in Ben

Carson's life philosophy?
Answer:The acronym THINK BIG stands for: T = Talent; H

= Hope/Honesty; I = Insight; N = Nice; K = Knowledge; B =

Books; I = In-depth Learning; G = God. Each component

emphasizes the importance of recognizing personal talents,

maintaining a hopeful outlook, learning from others, being

kind, acquiring knowledge, prioritizing reading, engaging in

deep understanding, and keeping God in one's life.
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3.Question

Why does Carson criticize the media's focus on sports

and music for youth?
Answer:Carson criticizes the media's emphasis on sports and

music because it misleads young people into believing these

are the only pathways to success, often neglecting the reality

that only a small fraction of aspiring athletes or musicians

make it big. He advocates for a focus on education,

self-improvement, and understanding the hard work required

to achieve true success.

4.Question

How does Ben Carson aim to inspire young people

through his experiences?
Answer:Carson aims to inspire young people by sharing his

life story, encouraging them to set goals, and teaching them

to recognize their potential. He also speaks to them about the

importance of hard work and seeks to connect them with

successful role models who can guide them in various

professional paths.
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5.Question

What important lesson does Ben Carson teach about

facing obstacles in life?
Answer:Ben Carson teaches that everyone encounters

obstacles, but successful people view these barriers as

hurdles to overcome rather than reasons to give up. They

maintain a forward-looking attitude and see challenges as

opportunities for growth and preparation for future successes.

6.Question

What impact did Carson's story have on the lives of

others as mentioned in the chapter?
Answer:Carson's story inspired individuals, such as a father

experiencing a life crisis and a single mother pursuing law

school, to regain hope and strive for a better future. Letters

from students and parents reflect how his achievements

motivated them to set higher goals and work towards them.

7.Question

Why is it important for young people to have role models

according to Carson?
Answer:Carson believes that having role models is crucial
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for young people because it provides them with various

examples of success that they can emulate. Good role models

encourage them to utilize their talents and aspire for higher

achievements, showing them that success is achievable

beyond traditional narratives.

8.Question

How does Carson connect his philosophy of THINK BIG

to his own personal achievements?
Answer:Carson connects his philosophy of THINK BIG to

his achievements by attributing his success as a neurosurgeon

to recognizing and utilizing his talents, staying committed to

his goals, and continually learning and improving his skills

while keeping God central in his life.

9.Question

What ultimate message does Ben Carson hope to convey

to young people?
Answer:Ben Carson hopes to convey that if young people

can embrace the principles of THINK BIG, cultivate their

talents, and face life's challenges as opportunities for growth,
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they can achieve their dreams and find success in whatever

paths they choose.
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Gifted Hands Quiz and Test
Check the Correct Answer on Bookey Website

Chapter 1 | “Goodbye, Daddy”| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson's father left when he was a child,

which caused him emotional turmoil.

2.Ben Carson felt solely responsible for his father's departure

due to his mother's explanations.

3.Ben Carson views his mother as a weak figure who

struggled to maintain the family after his father's departure.

Chapter 2 | Carrying the Load| Quiz and Test

1.Sonya Carson fiercely advocates for her son Curtis

against a school counselor's decision to place him

in vocational courses, believing it stems from

racial stereotypes.

2.Ben's father was the primary influence on Ben's education,

pushing him to achieve academic success.

3.After her husband leaves, Sonya is depicted as coping well

and does not seek any help for her mental health struggles.

Chapter 3 | Eight Years Old| Quiz and Test
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1.Ben Carson's mother worked hard to provide for

her sons and was actively involved in their

education.

2.Carson faced no challenges when he moved to Boston and

enjoyed a comfortable life in the tenement.

3.Despite his struggles in school, Carson dreamed of

becoming a doctor inspired by his mother.
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Chapter 4 | Two Positives| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson struggled with his vision and received

glasses which helped him improve academically,

especially in math.

2.Ben Carson's mother encouraged him to watch more

television to help him with his studies.

3.Ben Carson and his brother Curtis faced their challenges

alone without any family support.

Chapter 5 | A Boy’s Big Problem| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson felt adequate and confident despite

being mocked for his clothing at school.

2.Ben's mother taught him that inner qualities are more

important than outward appearances.

3.Ben Carson achieved social acceptance without sacrificing

his academic focus and aspirations.

Chapter 6 | A Terrible Temper| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson initially struggled with controlling his

temper, leading to violent confrontations during

his youth.
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2.After recognizing his anger as a problem, Ben Carson

ignored his emotions and did not seek help or guidance.

3.Reading the book of Proverbs helped Ben Carson to

manage his temper and contributed to his personal growth

towards becoming a doctor.
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Chapter 7 | ROTC Triumph| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson became fascinated with medicine at

the age of 10.

2.Carson chose to pursue a military career over medicine

after receiving a scholarship to West Point.

3.Ben Carson's mother played a pivotal role in instilling a

sense of personal responsibility in him.

Chapter 8 | College Choices| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson faced significant pressure when

deciding which college to apply to in 1968.

2.Ben Carson was immediately successful in his chemistry

course at Yale without any struggles.

3.After experiencing a dream that helped him with his

chemistry exam, Ben Carson committed to changing his

study habits.

Chapter 9 | Changing the Rules| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson held various jobs starting in high

school and continued this trend during his college

years.
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2.Carson believed that success is solely determined by who

you know, rather than the quality of work you produce.

3.Throughout his college years, Carson faced financial

difficulties that were often alleviated through unexpected

provisions of money, reinforcing his faith.
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Chapter 10 | A Serious Step| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson felt unprepared for a romantic

relationship despite being attracted to Candy

Rustin.

2.Candy Rustin decided to pursue a medical career instead of

her passion for music.

3.Carson attributes his exceptional hand-eye coordination to

his hard work alone, without any divine influence.

Chapter 11 | Another Step Forward| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson invented a new technique to locate the

foramen ovale during surgeries.

2.Carson opted to stay at the University of Michigan for his

residency despite changes in the neurosurgery department.

3.Carson believes that success as a neurosurgeon makes him

more important than others.

Chapter 12 | Coming Into My Own| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson faced prejudice during his internship

at Johns Hopkins.

2.Dr. Long supported the patient's refusal of treatment based
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on race by not addressing the bias.

3.Carson believes that responsibility as a role model is

important for Black youth.
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Chapter 13 | A Special Year| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson was invited by Bryant Stokes to

consider working in Australia.

2.The Whites-only policy in Australia was still in effect

when Carson and his wife were considering the move.

3.Carson's experience in Australia had no impact on his

career advancement upon his return to the U.S.

Chapter 14 | A Girl Named Maranda| Quiz and Test

1.Maranda Francisco was diagnosed with a common

form of epilepsy known as grand mal seizures.

2.Dr. Carson emphasized faith and determination in the face

of Maranda's severe medical condition.

3.The surgery recommended by Dr. Freeman is known as a

hemispherectomy, which was previously considered a

highly successful operation without any risks.

Chapter 15 | Heartbreak| Quiz and Test

1.The hemispherectomy performed on Maranda

Francisco was completed in five hours as

originally planned.
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2.Maranda Francisco spoke to her parents after waking up

from the surgery even though the dominant hemisphere

responsible for speech was removed.

3.Ben Carson sought extensive media coverage to highlight

the success of the surgery on Maranda Francisco.
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Chapter 16 | Little Beth| Quiz and Test

1.Beth Usher experienced her first seizure after a

small fall in 1985.

2.Beth's family chose to immediately proceed with a

hemispherectomy after her first seizure.

3.Both Beth Usher and Denise Baca benefited from

hemispherectomy surgeries and showed signs of recovery.

Chapter 17 | Three Special Children| Quiz and Test

1.Dr. Carson performed a craniectomy on Bo-Bo

Valentine to relieve pressure and potentially save

her life.

2.Dr. Carson successfully saved every child he operated on in

the chapter.

3.Charles's mother initially agreed to surgery without

hesitation after hearing about Bo-Bo's case.

Chapter 18 | Craig and Susan| Quiz and Test

1.Craig Warnick was diagnosed with a hereditary

disease known as Von Hippel-Lindau (VHL).

2.Susan Warnick worked as a surgeon during Craig's medical
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journey.

3.Craig and Susan maintained their belief in miracles

throughout Craig's health challenges.
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Chapter 19 | Separating the Twins| Quiz and Test

1.Theresa Binder contemplated suicide after

receiving news about her pregnancy with Siamese

twins.

2.The Binder twins, Patrick and Benjamin, were born healthy

without any medical intervention needed.

3.The pediatric surgical team at Johns Hopkins faced no

complications during the surgery to separate the twins.

Chapter 20 | The Rest of Their Story| Quiz and Test

1.Dr. Carson used phenobarbital to induce a coma

for the conjoined twins during their surgery.

2.The surgical separation of Patrick and Benjamin Binder

took less than 10 hours to complete.

3.Both twins celebrated their second birthdays after the

surgery, indicating progress in their recovery.

Chapter 21 | Family Affairs| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson delivered his son Benjamin Carson Jr.

at the hospital.

2.Ben Carson decided to make family his top priority after
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becoming a father again.

3.Candy returned to school and took a break from leading

church choirs during Ben's busy career.

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb


Scan to Download

Chapter 22 | Think Big| Quiz and Test

1.Ben Carson and his wife Candy dreamed of

establishing a scholarship fund for talented young

individuals from wealthy backgrounds.

2.Carson's philosophy of THINK BIG includes the principle

of embracing truthfulness for simplicity in life.

3.According to Carson, success only relies on talent and does

not require hard work or commitment.
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